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r. ¥rbz, you...you escaped frou auschwitz the Tth of
1944, ani it w28 a succesuful zitempt. I would like to
two things: first, how aeny attempts of escape froa Ausch
did existv, now many were sucéessful, gnd last question

s

dia you do i%?

Well, the statistics about the escapes froam AuschwitZ'exist

3

ané T have re2ad various. Phey say that there were ei
successful escaves and four hundred attempted escapes wnic
ed with desath, oui I am not so sure i their st

a
are true, because from those eighty peovle who escaped
yo)

posedly, we didn'{ hear very much. e don't kuow ahous

them, so0 I don't know. Wnat was your second guastion? How...

iy sscond question wersz how meny successful attempis?
successiul atiempss - vefore .Jetzler and I escared?
Yes. _ » ; |
I am not aware of any to kn wledge. There might hzve
but I don't know =about them.

You don't recell the escazvs of Lederer?
Oh yes. I do recell it now. This was shortly before I
But if that escane was succe or not, at that tiae
not have aay vossitility t¢ chsck on it. B™czuze

return within three days or within four days, there was
way of saying that an attempt was successful or noi. 3Sut
Lederer escape I remember very well.

ct
d.

Yes, but I think it was a successful one, as a na
fact. '
It was, yes. & s...looking vack on it I cin say thzt it

a succassful escape.

Yzs, we xnow it. OK. and my cuestion is now: why did you

escape? Joy did you do 1%
Well, nafurzlly everybody...

I don's say HOW, beczuse I mow shnt.

b
T:e rezson for esczning?
Yes,
Well, it was “if lntention to escans from the first ~onens
thet I hzve seen where I zn. 3ut at thzt time, it was
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parviculzrily urgent because I xnew th=zt 2ll as prenered for
the omiurder of one =illion Jews from dungary. and beczuse it
was close to 3lovazkia,I tnouﬁht that it would be possib
zive the war aing. Naturally,I wanted to live too. I mean, 1
knew that if I escaned succeusfully that I might survive a2nd
naturally I was interested in surviving myself
Yes., . :
But not st any uwrice.
You could have been kiiled too. .
Oh yes. The »isk...There was some risk involved.
Yes, but...as fzr as I know, Jou always, since the ve v
begianing, evenm before being saivpned to suschwitz, you had
always the idea %0...es...to escane, not £o let (unclear)

) .
Well,when 1t was snnounced to e Ffrom the Jewizh Community
leaders, that T hzve come zznd let ayself shaipned into some
weggon to sn unimowm nlace, naturelly it didn't com:z into =y
2ind to obey such az stupid irstruction. and I tried to escane
first to Hungary, and for Geriazin re. SONS....
But this.i..this was at the very berlnnlnvf
This was before they got me to auschwitz. Then...
Can you explain aow it was announced +to you bz the Jewich
Community leaders? C=zn you describe the....the si ttuation zas
it .ias 2t the time?
It was....
seoin 3lovakia®?

Looking backwards, looking back, it was done in 2 very...in a
way which eculd be called rafinéd, because They sa2id firssg

that only men from sixty to thirty will heve to be ‘resettled’.
Because....2nd if they go voluntarily, nothing will henven *o

their farilies,

Yes.,

. a S L L7 Y .y =] - —— ke ene g -
3ut there was <lrzady tall z00ut....znd onl chiosgse who were nos
nerriad were “Wnaead + - 10w thig vwimae avvAastaaad Bivm T e
EZIT1le were sunmnossd To Zo. 0 LAL3 wgs ~srnm VlCLlle s s 118 o278

- Yy~ - . - -
wereg Ty taat tvize oz R y 1glag

P 3 -~ A -~ -~ - - Sm ¥ - -— -. y —
£2nlzZzd I sucsh o oy CF the ocusheris
9N
I

EUS I N

ect contact beiveen the official sutiho-—
s

ritles and individvel Jews. 211 the conisc:t ves en nneled
through the so-celled Centre for Jews. -né tohzs wes tha
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Council. v .

Yeg, but....ih, yes, Judenrat.

Judznrat.

Yes, go on. You szié that you d&ida't wens to cvey such =
‘stupid order. You szid.

Yes, well,..

iand...but the others obeyed? -

Yes, I was survrised how...thzt they did otey.

and what is your explansztion for it9

very much to obey aleays somevnody with authority. ind trere

was an enormous amount of conformity szmong them. They a2lvway

ar 2y
tried not to ve different. They were always zfraid to te %
different. ' i
Yes? _
and...everytody somehow mew too well his nlzce. For instence
if I woulé come and szy'don't go - tais is stupid! or 'izis
is nonesense to g0 voluntarily', {they would say who gre
you'. I mean, big neonie szy you should'go, imnortant peoxnle.

people.....2nd who were those im-ortant teonle? It vas

usually people who had some social substance, had soue

doctor degrees =nd property, and rreferzbly beth. iAng veonle

with Those cualifications or higher religious cualifications

a good position in tne Synzgogue and so on, they had to be

overed by the rest of +he cormuniiy, it was just for Them

unimeginable not to obey those charszcters.

Yes? But OX, we will come bszcic t0...

Yeh, ' .

««.%his later on. 0K, you say that you escaved on a-ril *44

because...mostly becasuse you wanted to give z warning.

This is coming back now to auschwitz,

Yes. _ '

iell, oobvicusly thst....to &lve it & neaznin %o the two

Yyears which I szents in auscawitz 2nd o sgce~e onlw Tor oy

vm saie, woult Be ridiculous. ang because I hzd the inTo

Zation in considerable detszil z 3

£0ing e be murdered en messe in & very short ti:ze, his
e

Zeaas That I exnect
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id stert in lay, And I tnought I ~ould see the vhJL;urdp“

. »

machinery coulid work only on one princivle: that the neole
came to .uschwitz znd didn't itnow where “hﬁy are going =znd
for what curpose. ind I assumed thszt the naturel instines

o}

T self preservation, if noting else, will create, if
novaing else, if not resistsznce, then a2t least sufficient
vanic, thet this orgsnized tran 1Isport of hwnen beings into
a centre like Auschwitz, where they are being slavghtered
ﬁﬁqn gs, only less humanely, znd w1th the efficiency of
a bkg/slaurhter house, szy in Chicago, that this nrocess
could at least be slowed down if those neonle would have
been warned in zdvance znd p nlc. 3evause once there is
2 panic, you see, I thought shat. of ccurse I hozped thas
there Aigat be resistancc'

(
p.

istance, or any scrt
of resistance, becsuse the (Ge: Tans were so sure thai no

resistance s nessibl

e,thet they beczme cocky. I mean, i

v

wesn't so difficult %c hit bocic. ind They wouild have been
vrobably very surorized,if...if there wou d nzve, be

(D

noa
resistvance. But even if there wouldan't nave Yeen a resistance
but cnly a panic, see, it isfa oig difference, %o siaugiter
pigs or hunt desr. If you have to hunt eszch one sevyeraive.y,
hunt him down, it never goes so fast liie if you drive
thousands, ten thousand or Tifty thousand vigs in a well
organized, fashioned maunner into = slaughter

trey are in ths slaughter-house, obviously nothin: can be
done. Therefore I thought that a warning $o <those ve
Craracteristic in the whole time in Auscawitz was whenever
e asied peo:le who came thére znd lost there their wives
and children and fzihers znd others, we asked thenm 'we are

F S N pas s

-

aere alrezdy a year or tvo, why did yowu coue here?' znd they
always told us: ‘well, we dién't know what's happening. If

we Inew what's happening, vie woulda's aeve volunteersd fo
this Jjourzey.!' So the sscrecy of the onerstion we

con't thinii the word 'voluntary' is right. They didntt

W

L agrese connletely with whet 7o =2¢id, thaet in order
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%0 have 3 smooth prccess of desstruction, the Sazi needeé To
hzve vpeorls completely imorant of their fate. But in an-—
otrer way you szid taat the peonlé caue voiuntarily o their
death. I discuzs. the word 'volunt;rily', beczlise as a2

aatter of fzct, they didn't ‘mowl If they would heve known,

- zeybe they would have done something agaiast it.

)

dell, by 'volunterily' I mean that when they given the
information via the chsanels of the Judenrat, of the Jewish
leaders, to come with 25 &11ocraJ of their bvelongings for

a collection place which is on such and such sireet, trey
weniv theres. 30 I don't say that they went their with

plessure, but

<t
ct
o)
[0}
Q.
=
o
8
ct
ct
=)
[0
s
[0}

without any perticular resiss
tance. This means, they went there basiczlly in en orderly
fashion, =according to facts. _
Yes, this is =zbsolutel  true. 3ut there is somet ing ithet
I gon't understzng very vwell, you sz, that you escened

cause you wanted {0 warn the Hurgsrian Jewry of irpe.ding
fzte. But during the two 7ezrs thet you svent yourseif in
Auschwitz, you saw a lot oz}people 2lready arriving =nd
being immediately killed 2nd gsssed.
Yes. Those.ese
and why did....it's not a polemic cuestion - but if you
wanted to warn, why did you waiﬁ for wwo ypears?

£

dell, when I szw what the Hazis are doing there, this nezns,

when I cou.d see %thet Haﬁls with bamboo sticks in their

|_J

hands were driving chi drvn or 0lé pomen or old men into
the gas-cinmaveérs, it was my opinion that it is my duby »
to Jump at the neck of the first one, no matter what the
cost would be.

thought tiis rezlly?

Tes, this whay nvinced thet acbody

(]

was convinced. I a2s ¢
€

is supposed %o sight oI anytaing of

O W H
cl
[\Y]
<4
-

€
t..is sort. 2ut of course, I _mow also thet the xzoment I
rst

vieula nave node tre fi ..OVe thes T.ere...iL wouw.d ce
’
v

7illed and thot meny would be silled in reprissl - Tron
e Triscaers thers. FOor Thiz is cnes nrodlam - t..e rewrissli.

i

v
[on
ct
o
"'5
'd

nrissls vwere of sucir £ nature, that fingl deoth
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of those who were subjected to the rewriscls, was oaly She
snd point, it was only the libversiion. 2ihie rerriscis....

Hazis were very iaventive with Tthz%, Shey have got . uite

a vit of imaginetion. 30 thers was anotier uossiblity how

to cove with the siw ta“‘cion, end tasf o

in o meaningfwl wezy, if it is necessary to die. ind I thougz
e would have some meading there, that my %

thait the way that I tept quiet while s

ind of course i% is essy to say posit-fac
course the....it was clear to me that if I risk my life in
v .

order to bring out That messege, that my survivael wzs jusit-—

ified.

Qs yoﬁean, to survive for wwo yeafs?
At Yes. That iv was justified...it was Jjustified %0 survive.
©s: Zeczuse as a uetier of fact, The veonie who jumped at sas
neck of the...of the xillers were very few. iHobody 4id it.
o A: No, there was no resisteaince, there is no cas: reeordeq,
until much iater, znd those czses are only very few. and
I think that the wmain reas on’was,of course, the fearful
reprisals sgainst other »risoners, whe were....z2ostages. LT
sonebody moved, the Hazis would :2ill ssy the next nirdred
or something like that. s:d there was alredy in the camg
a certaia scrt of ....feeling of resvonsibilify to one
. another.
i ‘ e azong the survivors, the neopie who...?

:u..
v

[$)]

anong the vrisorners, yes.

¢: Yes, who ned not been immediately xilled.
i: Yes, yes. There déVeIOped 2 cerzuain of feeling, among the
' nrisoners, that they are sonething different from thoss

victins, who being constantlvvmurdered day =zrd nizhit, in
the same camn. -nd it was something lilke....Those...the
otnrers were called 'the civiliens'. T2is is a2 peculiariiy
2f ths camd.

<% .inho viere vhs2 civilians? _

&3 Prose who cane into the czay z2nd never decomle prisonsrs v }

A : 1 I SN Ay ~ Y, - oy = o IR AmAaA
c2ra giraeight forwerd nurdered. na taey wers cehSLn:_:c...}
c



REPRODUCED FROM THE HOLDINGS OF THE U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM ARCHIVES

Vrba Bob. 261 - T

'
Hoad
(1]

Oiviliens. The szme, the Poles...for ianstsnce tunere

72s on unrest szong the Folish nolitical prisosers. “hen

0

there were very ofiten execution} every :cnday morning

2 aundred Fifty or +two hundred of them would be executed
in ike Block 1ll. ind...

2: In susc.uwitz Zins? _

A: In iuvscawitz Zins. And an unrest developed sm:ung shesn,
which could have lzzd to g revolt, znd somehow the Nzzis
spread the rumour that nobody from the prisouners will be
anyore be executed, there ere only'ciVilians. This means
Yeople who were coning frem the Gestano in Xattovitz or’
in »rakau ard so on. They were brought %o 3lecck 11 and
urdered. ind once it was said tast it's civilians, it had
sonmehcw a different ring. Because the Toles in th
said: 'well, we are nos responsibie for the civilians, we
gre reszonsible.....

9t It quistened? It quistened %he

-
TS
-

By TiS.

<: ...the prisoners? {

4: Yes, it quietened tae priéoners.
w: well, T would like very ruch now...beczuse - for how long
did you work at the remp wnen the civiliszns, nrecisely,
arrived? '

I woried there from aagust twen.y....from iugust eighteen,
1942 wntil June seventh 1343.

%2 This means =zlmost one year?
Al

.-l.l'ell, it Wu.uldo LY n.
Ten =months. ‘

We2l, it would be about nine to ten nonth.

o)
ct

Yes. and could you describe exactly what was the worx
ramp. But in details, please.
In details?

Yes.

sust 1242, which 2nztled ns

19 ¢ on what was =zctually hzonening in
2 zce called the ramp, where the




REPRODUCED FROM THE HOLDINGS OF THE U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM ARCHIVES

dey or night. .nd sometimes one zer dgy, =2nd someti.:zs

/iffive mer dey, Iroil wll sorts of vlsces in tae world.)ind
_ 7 2 _

-

so our detaechient was brought to.d.there...this Janada
Command vo deal wiith The nroperty of those peaple.

s Yes?

e

.‘."-
VAz

;.
-

Az

So what hapnened was the follow
ezt i

i

uransnoru caine TO The cloce Stwulonsg say h_slow1tu,....
You got the znnouncemenis yourself?
Pardon? : ' |

ment too? |

The inmztes got the sancunce: [

Py
NO, [ the announcenent czue to %Tas 35.
Yes:s -

o, ounce/the snmouncsment came to the 33, Cne SS-man came
] o}

escorted To ke ramn, sey we were zpout two hundred =en.

Iz striped-cIot:e8? — " ( @i/ '

Yes, in zebrs ClOtheSj)sﬂd the Tramp was sort of s nlaifora,
whicn was sbout a =mile long, one and =z half kilometers I
would think, more then = ilometer long./:.ow before thre
train arrived, there came another detzc._ment, of 35, who
Tirst surrounded the ramp, in = rather dense way. You see,
there was one every ten yards with @ gua in the hand.

This means many veonle? 4x
Oh, yes. There was & setachie..t of/ﬁs vinich could be...sa/
the ramv was surrouaded by a lundréd, one hwndred of trem.
4nd lighﬁivﬁggzg§;130 once isney weEe brougnt in, into this

D)
circle of taks ramp, then our own gusrds could go away,

vecause we were inside a stricthjgucrded circlg. (There

was the ramp, around the ranp weré ligass and under thoss

ve were 1in thz middle,

N
lights were the cordon of the SS;%S

the orisoner

e}
wre were walting.

-.L
next order. I 3,

e 1 e e e

‘DT'SO"" s wera linagd

il [~3 Ve T —_—————
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susn-ased to dezal with ths transzort itself. 7zu nust uvnder—

svend Tthzt in suschwisz tnere wss o s¥stem 27¥ which the

guvards wno hzd rothing to do dut To watech thet ncocdy ss-

carnes, were connletely different ceta@®uments then tThose

who were Tnen zcting in the :iddle of shis gusrded plsace.
ffic

S50 now czme the gangster elite, all dressed up as o
in ilitery woifora iAnd there wes usually...one of
was =2 doctor, /ho had sctuslly & mecdical degree. indé they
came, say there were zvboutl ten or twelve of then, fiftecn,
twrenty - denends how...what the weztker was =znd how bi
the tramsport wes suvpposed %o bezjyhai”all this wes done,

everycody weas there, the Transvort wzs rolled in . 2his

H-

e
ns in z very slcw fashicn, the locoroitive, which wse

NTeoas ,///

ys in the Ix

Q

Qs wno...who was criviang the locomciive?

Az It was & civilien znd I cannodte...X

[
[O)
<
(U]
[
1y
o
o]
9}
¢
%]
3
(o]
4
g‘i.
H
H
(33
ot

for =z éiscussion with him, go I can't tell you eaysiing
gooutd iu.



it so many vimes,thet 1t Wecarme a rousiie. FOULAr
T

{<hat I heve tez:n in ony way -sriicularily moved o

VRB®A
NY 400, 109.

411 right, you go...you go on descritving this arrivel. I
ilze to mow what were your Zeelings when JOoU were
waiting for these trains and kmowing $hat 1ost of %he
peovie who would Te in, would be iomediately sent to the
gas. But describe.
t is wvery difficult to descrive fe:zlin

Tor fee
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At 1% lesst. wnd éGaeh trcnsvwort hrd zounetines thouszad

ddTA

Yines five fhcugsnd, you imuvw, it v-risd
c )

cesGifficult to

<5 FRoul comevhere?

A : Yes. They are disapxw

ﬂfom aidnao

then will be

/ P W 3 RIE-¥o) 4 — 4
] 7 g o, |
{ ninking, i d,..1t was éifficult for me %o |

comprehend that vesvle can Gi ar i hi o

gzssed, or &owetn ing lirze that. snd smmehow in my
thinking, it...I coul

/ 1 wat gent sarvear in this way. -nd
nothing is going to harpcen, znd then comes the =ext

transrort and they doi't know anything szbout vhat
harvened 1o the nrs

5..

vicus transport.
going on for month

1\
o

STEHL O SONIATOH AH.L

ns zrd mon ths, on =znd on.
I'deveioped z ceriain. ri

(D

peorle, who themselv never asked t
wiere zre Those wno were denorted vefore us?
G: Who never asited - when znd to who?

Az Viell, say....

d: shen tiey errived or before.....

i:) Before They arrived, vefore ths departure.{constantly
)pEOple Were nt from The heart of Zurope and disavveari
sonewnere into nowhere. aind they were arriviag to +l

same place, with the ssme ilgnorance of the fzte of the
srevious transport, each time./ 30 this was puzzling.

I couldn't understand it. and ...well, it beczme clear
to me that they simply....everybody was so inzerestad
ebout aimself, =znd not interested iz what was hanvening

arowad him.

Qd An, ¥es, but you szid thzt Vou deveioned a kind of

routine, yourself.

=
[}
SAATHOUY WNASAW ’IVIHOI&E[W .LS(IVC)O’IOH

¢ thinit so, yes.

<3 Jut not only you?

PR =]
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& svill liviang. I the nwaber of survivers is

don't !mow Jhat were vninking

)

very saall percen
those who didn't survive or who didn't choose to survive.
fmong those who....youv see, rrom the :riscners, fifty
per cent from new arrivals of prisoners, those who were
not gzssed buv caine into the czmp, would live only very
shor%s time, two or tarse nonthas. ind I am not so surs 1
it was only 2 physiczl....physical ressons which couiszw
vae death. Isuppose thzt....ths difficulty to change

the mentality completely, = loss of will to live, I don

Imow.

wr A11 rigzhs. Jon ylw o on Gescrisin ng NoWw SlC....

At But inertia against whst you are sesing, this hzc to
develcn. '

y: Yes. I understand very well.

SONIATOH THL WQYUA (IE[C)TI([OHJEI}I

w I will give you a Tydical
frain arrived awtprally tane S5 who wer
i

vhe nlatform, the? woulén't oove, dbut This e

ingide, 21l those German

/
/Tp\ﬁalking
|

|

|

|

|

!

|

|

they all were wezring wa icks, not clubs, slegsr
sticus, white gl the trzix sitcpned.
ind Tthe gzngster elite marche . the ramp, =zad in

frout of svery second or every third wazgon, znd soze-
times infront of svery wazgon, one of those Juntersciu
fuelarers was standéing with & key aend opened the locks,

because The wazgons were loclked. iow, side the peonle

’IV IHOWEIW ISNVOOTOH 'S’ (1 HHE A0

of course, znd you could see the peonle looking throu,

the windows, Wecszuse they dida't krow what's ha‘pezlng,
they hzd 2zny stops on the journey. Some of them were
ten dzys on Tvhe journey, some of them were t.0 days

=nd Shey
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intho TA0Se VWeZEons.
the rest got the point. I Wean there was nevezr much

in thoze cursS...in those..

i
C

exonlanation. CX. Sorry. There

o ~ . D 1 : 4
was never c! ns peomnls got outb

4% They Jjumzed
i: .ell, they were driven out with sticks, with bampoo

sticks, with clubs, they were édriven outg.

sonmetimes the 33 if it was = good wesatnel, viey used

3
to dezl with it differently, end I was no% surprised
if thev were in = diffsrent mood 2nd....and exaibited

ize say, 'good morning, izdame, will

0n, yes. Ch, yes. anc 'how nice that you szrrived. .e
el

tog_convensiat, but now

zs lilze ths

Yeh. There....T2sre wzi 2 varistioan. T mean, they wer
hored Lo0. I mean, they...ilf they ha time. I mean
f you had = transport, a day on which five or six)

ransports would com:, Thsn 4..is wouldn't hznyen

0‘)1 B

ecause whenever = new LTEZangnors czme, vhe reny was

cleoned absolutely teo zero point. Ko tracs of ©

' orevious trazas»ort was allowed t0....

w: To remzin.

o rpemain.

.
[

No one trace.

«

+: Mot one trace. Therefore, if they exsected on that

dar four or fiwe or six Transnoris, the pressure on

getting ousv from the wazggons was niga, ex they usedw®
sticks, clubs, cwxsing, etc, etc.

G: Pney ned to go very fazv.

.3 ¥ery fzst. On the oiler asn
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Lo

yes. They woul’...They would...they

nolite =nd...and....n2viag a zood
nean, ualngs were sometimes differeat. sell, so

neonle came out, znd were osrdered to immedisitely....

end up in fi.e, in columns. They were orgzai.ed in

.t
a column, in rows of five. liow there was always za amount

aadnaoddad

cf people wno could not get out from tine waggons. ‘Those
were those to die on the road...
you mean each wagzon?

re were no rules arecut thzt.

In...not% in each wzggon. The
You see, there vwas g grsat voriation, because if the trzin
n

came from a place in winter, and the trein waz te:

ot
©
i
o
i
kl
D)
@
[

O SONIU'TOH THL WO¥d

the ro=d, and there were 2ig..1y — ninety peonle per wiggo
then you could have

28 one third of the veonle
dead on zrrivzl. On the otirer hand, if the trzin czms

4
x]
2
Y

®
o
Lo}
ct
K |

g2 pl2ce lilke ZPrzgue or Yisnns, whers %the Hazis nad to
of keep better apnesrances, or from Faris for inztance, andd
the trzin wasn't tco long on the Jjourney, then it was -

n

N

nossible that there was only in svery second waggoa a
dead. 30 sometimes there were in z sronsport zlresdy hundrég
two hundred, vhres hundred dezd peonle, and sometimes onlys
three or four. So this wes very difficult to say. Them, th
were others, who...a nuwaber of peonle in ths waggon, who
in spite of the clubs could nos bte nersuadsd to zet ous
beczuse they were dying. “hey were not yet de<d....
Th.w were dying?

Dying peodle. or pecnle who were sick %o such = degree, th

TVIMOWHIN LSN¥D

even a persuassion with violent besting wouwidn't ge
moving fast enough. So those ne<ple stood....remain

the waggons. Also the neomls were criven out from the
(s] SN

NASNN

waggons and....everybody,...1t was teld $o them: ‘'Don't ta

anything with you. 4lles lisgenlassen'.

“Mey hzd

In the some waggon.t?ou zez, in ths wszgon =8

znd saz 2eo0nle, you lmow, somenow in zone way
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A2 S0, gre=zv care vas we do not get, t e prisonars
into =2 direct contact with the arrivals.
ere organized in such a way, taat they were in proper
columna: women, children, men. The first thinsg was %o

up into =z proper column, =nd This proper

Then, the command csme to us, prisoners,

-né we vwere,of course, lead

and Uanterkenos with clubs

and we were sSUypOse

to deal with bodies. Dead or

to ;et intoc the SEONS out

Wi

nem i Lizuls

and] transnory T

a7,

shivel

s this me~ns runn

Immer

-
(S

. 30, very smort....thasy
JOoUu See. W
to

the ramp.

rzmp, running, get them on

2
aly

hesdé of Phsre were

trucks were ready. 33 the STrucks wers

times standing there, sometimes more,
rule. 2ut the First truck was for ihe
A0 85e. .

e

in their

She aeud

PRI 3 _,L,_\

chr

TiZeenve

re =z sporty nation,
e had to get ouv those bodies,
truck which

ready “rucks vrepsred...

£

there

colwm was standi
to

on

move Lowards
sS0rts

1tr,

el oy

Li%

and on

wzs at the

ive, six X, SQie-

was noe i1ron

d the dying.

s You were...you vwere running »
A: Yes, we wers running., ¥ot more thsz two pwonle were Iup—os
to czrry = sody. This means tnat one zot the hands, the
0t er tne lszs. 3Ub sometimes....znd of course it &
to be dene Trst, and in orcer
Nezis vere zround with fheir
in their nond, and givins
sort of jero.
wi To you?

B e

T§0MA @IONUOHIT

SONICIOH THL




A A 1

I zmean, © 2y hit here

3. 2, and esssS0 /e CEE
%0 the...T0 me truck sond the Ttruclks were...they were ve
neculizr truciks. Taore wiere Irucks lice for sand, wiich
counld be lifted,you imow. 3ut 2t that .omeant they were
nos lifted, only the rear uvard of the sruci: was onen and
there was 2 small platforn, stairfase, and we hoé to run
un with the body %o the...up She st-irczse and hen

2lre. dy
talle over

snd we wers irme

tureck, were other

snorty rule wess, im Leufschrist beel %o the waggon.
ind you »ut the dyi...dyinz 2eo-le with the dezd?

Dying and
Sruclz,

in Ti.e

sne dexd
snG the

sruck. I

+
T

i

nlzce

Q
neitrucic

SO

wno would
sonehow accomodsite it in the truck

4
TU_Ce0

Luecn

clt. I mean, there ws
av:.1labls Tor this purmcse,and thsf.. foko Rt
mediczl care taksn t0 es5f%2blish who IE dead and wi
to be ézzd. I memn, you !mow, wao is only simulad
S0 they were nut on ths trycls and
...once this wes finisihed,’ this was
noved off sznd then straight to the
avbout twe iilometers fc the Lleft from
2% that tine it was wwo ilomsters.

v..1t was vefore the construction of %
3,Tore the consiruction ol ths new

o0ld ramyp. an, throush that ol
\__/,,,‘(

e =2d three cuzriters?
znc thwvee guarters.

the majority.
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aX) the lugges

.
= o
M - 5 = - S -7 S )
out on Ihe ramp, in sorv CX 01 neapsS. Jleenwhile, Tas

Hazls..qé .

G: You sz2id...5his was...5nis could be at nigh: oné in day-

This could be =t four o’clock in the _orning, at twelve

olelock iunch-time, a2t one o'clock night. I nean, thsre

2

1 WO¥A d300aoddId

was, there was uno rule tc it. .hen the transport srrive

to the...zbout distance swenty : lomets:t[ﬁrom ausch-

of
i%ii)the siznel came, and we were..bhad«.this vorvicplar

;

dstachment was alvays veady there for the transpord, of

)

prisoners. ind obvisusly Thers was alweys ready Tor a...

arrivel of the transocrt the neriiculsr deteachnent of

55, for the cordon zround, for escorting us, prison:irs,
to the remp iT czmp. ind of ccurse there wWas alway

2 zroun of the...dfazi officers or whid

)for the incide worik. Cen you under...
?

e
i . -~
A: So this was always yrespared. and L was...there was 20
1

d

particular hour of arrivel. ilso, I fmust szy thal most
07 the arrivsls, dbut not all, most, were when 1t vecsne
s Jhen it tacme deork.

- .t Yes.

+
¥

Q
=
Q“
n
OIAN LSNVDOTOH 'S'N FHL 40 SONIATOH dH

«: Yes. With the Lizat?
AT Bh...

' <
G: I mean with the...eleciric _ o
i: Vith the elestric light. Yes. and...most of the wor:: wasE

‘done under electric light. =

- . . s v i - w0

: j:ut_tAere is cne thing whlch 1s very ifficalt to grasp:g,
| . : . . ,

; arrived with cormunses LIsiae ThB... 2

i thers were oony cormses. L ouean, ovy ;

! Live home 3¢ com: inm s vlaoce where TRerO)

e, Livs., I 2ean this should o ve te'n 2

nov? %

uit for e to snower this cuesivion,
e

nt wvoluntorily iantc such o WoZZCn.

L At a1 bt e e SR
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Those troins were gusrdied ninimelly oa the rzod to ..uschw

I,A.
cl

Wi owiningllyt

ad Hinimzlly. 3ut when I wse transndried thers, they szpecial
tTwo Fuards stinding by ne, xpl
going to hoppen to me if I move. Becauze I had alrsady two
escaypes ‘

: 3eczuze you were coning from Iaidarek, frcm znother camp?

r's

g

: Oh,this is a different story, I d.n't want to confuse 1i%..

&
.

Yo, no.

W
-

- esVepPy mucn.

G: Yes.

4: But 2s the neozls were....you see this cexpends from where
they were coming. If the seoyple were coming from z relativ
1y civilized vlzce, this mean civilized, this mesns fronm

a plzce whare the Girmsns were coreful not to shovw thier

‘rezl TaCe....

from Viemma, or if gy camg from Frague,

S

tlen those peonle ﬁere protaoly thinking that it is:vhsanks
God we are glreacy sonewhere, all this is zn error, some-—

tody orgenized the trausport wrongly, things must now deco
better, tnis is int :

becomz bevter. indé oI course wihea 1t oo nodv...nice day

anc not Too much to work, the Tiznzi.,of course, had = zood
time in saying: 'Good God, in what stete did those horricl
Slovalks trzsport you. Phis i: inhumen.' I mean, thlz sort
of humovr was thera.....ouite common.

Gt and this :f course cuistened the neonle?

2t 211 this of course immedigtely....0hy yes, thet's very nic

o
I...I....I rsmember now some neonle even sgld: ' Ch here
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Lt Liell, trhere were ~ttemnss to Tali TO Then. You see, zny

0
nttempt tO directly with o new srrivels
s e

the new grrivals wers Suppe zept without nznic

gazs—chambers. usyecially
o

SO o nesscge,

“

O

in the last momeni. snd znybody v
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n
o zet into touch with the Tl isoners, was either

5
ubbed to de=th o_...cluboed to death, or taken behind

1wy, Sut of courss =1l

(=3
=

tThe nr'soners vro - ere Sor somed ~es...You seep in th
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vorking T.er

1
commznd, in this Cznada

oy - B - e & o
thers was L Very iz
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4 with then, snd we
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20TOH
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~risonar, was.ounished oy deatit.

L: So you rerember, Go yox reczll casSeS....
v Ol
s ...when peonle tried....

A: There wers SO [aNy CasesS, Yo cee, thers was a Erecns

zmong tae Nnew—-CcoRers, VIR0 wWere

TOUD
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could sors of Tlout the order and just wellk there and[ZQZQ
say s0 inz t0 the new-arrivals or s0, I memm thel
were....they were tilled. Feople who couldn’t eev on

tne tempo of tae work, they w willed. snd i vias nowg |
necessery 50 ¥ill hin on the spok, sometimzs <hey weneg

days, they couldn't walk anymore and
sny more. They somehow got into

i the camp and it was not necessary
used %o have 2 specilal

%ill him - Schlag ian tot' - nsver -
rtig’

ihn feritig?
rii

inn fe

)
aacn

Jisen inn fertig,
Jach ihn fertig.
0r...07...0r they =2id:'Uen habe ich

guy was bes

Yod...d0 you recall precise

wern the...arriving.

It is...
(tmelear)
There Wwere such cases wiich I can re
were m=ny cases with various histor:
I recall thz% a transvort came from

stsedt, From Czedhoslovekia.

ceme in rezsonably good condition. and som

people wers even rezsonadly well dre

tvio chiliren

wayy That the nixy

the selection nrocess

expression. They didn't say:

e

dzy or two
couldn'’t move
.25 the lazis

LI RIS

they said 'mzch
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schon Tfertils

H0 SO

fenn until ne couwidil
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call. Ehe;v..ktherg
es.SHow one cese &
2.sefrouw ~Aeresieng_
e tranzworts usual¥y
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of tne %2
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gsed. sné once o

aV +tne hond,
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shs sinply went To e

ioolked lilte criminels, -

course,
.

next nour or so, =nc vefors she was gaSd

nildren. ind The toy wzs simply taken 3

gemacht, shot. You
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Irschosssn. 2Un

usuzllye...

2us waat was the meanin. of this warning, es & metter of

fact, Decause she was powerless. She...even knowing, she

couldn't do....

Jell, the thing was the following: if g wanic would nave
1

vroken out and & nasszcr

[¢]
£
TR =?

D
[34)
o
<
o
[
o
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ct
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spo%, on the ramp, it woull =2l
machinery. Yhs next trzmsoorit...you can's bring in the
next transwort witih de..d bodies sround , tlood zll over
the place, because will only increase siie

s, L

don'ts think thzt th
changed tThe situation very auch, But the...the Nazis weTre
L.

on. In other wiord
o in zn orderly
; . .. . e
fzshion, in a....so0 that it zoes unimdeced, one doesa't
ic zrises, there were TWo-—

- % = 3 - * - —r P a
Shres nuntred risEcners £0.STLLES, Tthers wers oLy 2

{\

ordar. I mszn, shsy  ers very coucentrated Luns o
st




A

«! But...Ddo you remember, did ewist sorz coses of unrest,

unrest?
~: Unrest? Unce =~ remander a considerabls smount oFf unrest

2 habit,

wien the....fo.n suschwitz 21X oUuK.
~idnight, they used %o carry ous the Todies of nrisonsrs
Gied duringz snat piriticular dzy. =-nG sometizes 1T was SO

mueh , you Xmow, that the...The truck on which they were

-
=
Q
=
c
e
o2
=}
>
carried, now it was sort of overloaded with bodies, wlthg
noked vodies. :nd once...whenever the truck was nzesing =
=

=

=

==

QO

=

=

o

2

Q

77

0
...whenever thiz truck weni Dby,with those dead Dodi

a
while the neozle were in Line, the lights went off. Threy

o

weatorf for say, ~three seconds iust o let the trucis
h i ? v h
wn

1, B 7

see the dezd Todies.
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3

50 ©¥, S0

ct

However, once i L3 % za out and the ftrueix go
e

stuck cn il srucic gat stuck and und
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ne reflectors — and it was o French Fransport, 1t was

ct
[ 2N

oo )

sraasnort of French Jiws - and ths ors tried to zet oFfF
1

+

the ftruck, and tae truclk was....off

inmd the car truck was cverlozded with tns dea

a movement. You lmow
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5
1 was 2 ©it macabre. and the peonle sudde:ly

saw it. ané there was 21 e10TTIOUS OULCTy 2:uong the wailsd

those who wers waiting, suddenly a wail. ind then sudden
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Yes. This nust have be:n in Janusry or February 1343.

F

wiere about forty or fifity nurses with the-
e

e

snort, =4 of course they were 2 long time on the

Journey andé most of thsm...z good desl oFf them were

and so on, they beheved like schwere....hegvy...

avily mentely handicaped'people. -nd the 33...rH0 way
% nove thoses steonle,y

with nothing. Because thsy wers gust simn

and thay Cidn't undersssnd
e gh to...

10
nou, ney were

beceguse thers was such a...there was such z 4isorder on

tas ramn,that to saoot Tthen or samethin: lilke thoi, thals
would create difficulties ¥ it was =2 night of seweral
tranznorts. and ths L3 found = wioy out. Thers were forty
or Tiffty nurses with thoses neonle. :nd they zuddenly st-x
ted to 1y ©o tae nurses ond firins thne

nurses on (o get the

I

o
nurses wno somehow menaged...who kmew how to dezl
ing

O
g[l]&[ TYTIOWAN LSNVOOTOH 'S'N FHL 40 SONICTOH THI WOdd dIDNAOUJHA

those psonle. There wers suddealy no shouting, no beatin
I thosze neonle, g0 on., and the nurses dealt with th
ozl .

3

STAFHOUV WNA




S
lice, things liks tint, eand infecticn znd =0 on...zhey

- e - - -+ a4 e
sassed tie whols thinz.
vis Dhe nurses 00T .

{]
ot
IJ-
-

4:  Dne rurces too. Cuviously they reeded the nurses un

i 4

O Jale(02:BICE]

- ,
as-—-cnramper. ecsuse Wi

Q
0
o

the lssgt aoment, antil the
1

onpble. Obviously this
s

|_l

[}

g

3

L

3
-}qozu ad

G T ig very imverestinz....noint. It is true, they rounds
the ncd Jews too.
At Ch ves. Secouse 3uhey atd 211 sortz cf... of...of weys of

orgznizing those trensnoris. Differeant....
e
L

3: Do you remember The arrivel of th: lreek Jews, oF
transnorss from Greace?
it I remember rsny tecause in the Tinme when I was on the

fron 3alonilki.

£
stonce. They spo¥e...they &idn't »

5]
d.
n
3
]
I

i

)
Greelr, or if they s»nole it...I don't lmow, I &

NVI0TOH 'S'0 AHL A0 SONIATOH FHE

o]
Greek, but tiey snmoke betwesn themsslves Ladino, which
is z Jewish dialect which thev used, which iz =z sort
of & 3Spanish. and....
it's very sitrange, Wi

ecz i
Treblinka, the Poles who wit

o Srszece. And I vonderdd

H
11
iy
e}
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@
'3
®
]
3
=
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©

ve different ir meny ways: they

ey
- o

were .ore colorfurl, slready by Gress. Sscondly, they

hove o very sort ol mnilosoniiczl approsch to 1i

2 bit, = tsuen of orizit s.zs in then, Hony of

wave varr relizious Jews, vith Teards zud so on. Yow ImgT

thay znt Tthis relifious .

[e .
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Wi 4nd trhev coms from a ver long journey, From Zzlonild
to .uschwitz or from -thens to .uscnwitsz, Thls Vas 2e..

nine deors, I thinl, =nd nizats,

[
[

.ell, they wrobably stfrected zizentvicn among the Foles

end auong everybody there....they ore somstody to e
remernte.-ed, Secause Tnrey were SO Very different froz
Centrel =nd .est Duroneans, in the
sre very few survivors zuoany those who ceme into the
coNnc...into the czmo.

g: I imow, and how did they behave when tasy s*rivéd?

4t Just like sny other transpor®t, basicelly. Just lize eny

ovher traasnori. Once tuey

e
commicdion cezme and they siarted to =0

man were sorbted ow: senerztely. .Jomen with children

were sutomaticelly for ths gms—-chemver. Clder —eo:le
T =g T

vere guto: c2lly for the gms—chanber. ind chilidrery

Ielaaal E A2 el

wele Tor vhe gos—cramber.

30BINE 265
MY Vrba 103

silent shots on the bridge in Cenitral Park.

BOBINE 266  (in the hotel)
MY Vrpa 104

Can you tell me whet was ths (inte runtion) ...whe

H

was She meamning of the nene 'Canzda’

[Sv]

n .
[ Air lell, officigd meme of that woriing plzce was sctually

W TYRIOWAI ISNVOOTOH "S'N HHL A0 SONIATOH THL WOHA dIDNA0Yd T

aufraevnmungskomnando, whi means cleaning kommando,

3ut teczuse this was this Cen-da sonua

1

q

<

o &

"Jc

s

®
SHATHOUV NNASN

cane te auscawits

L

wes collected.

were all ths ©ro
-

creloworle

those luggesls,
\ .
\ cnwitz I, in Sas

4 In the beginning it was in susenwitz T,
i ‘s ‘e
L A: Yes. Durinz 11 she time I worired in taat sroun. Lhatl




B
e

means...even until.,.,until =y escene from suschwitz.

Zir.enan, I
Tthese years
the narcels
ected, xnd...aind youw, from sucz a trazspord

ceople, nzd =zt least 5,000 pieces oI luggege.
1ed

30 you can imagine. ind Shen the. luggages were onened,

rivped up, and the contents wére sorted. I merm, there

WOYA aIO0Ndodd Ty

©

wes glzszes on one side, %tooth drushes on the OTuer sicde;,

cozts on other side, etc. Lverysning was nicely, lilke

5
AHL

2n0YmMeus amcu

€§

;

-

z big store~lLouse, on ike one side cans
J.

of zge nd on the other side it wes beautifully sort
out...sorted ous meterials for clothing and other utensi

+
¢

consumner goods, actualiy. ind thet's what they shipped 3
.

Germany es...under The title of Jinterhilfswerke. ind
=Y

[}
o
9
i

"0 AHL 40 sﬁNﬁI’ﬁO

0f course, yes, .t wes veautifully graded. I mean, 1%

well run. Now why was it called Canada? You se¢e, in the
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And on the next dey, on 26th april, in the evening
they devarted in hurry, =211 of thenm, and left us two
alone, in that house with a maid. And with some of
thexr wives, taking care of us. This means, we were
sunnlied with excellent food, and sort of treated like
VIPs, I mean sort of in a very civilized way. And
soon afterwards, of course; somzthing hzppened very
unpleasant. What we made clear was the following:
that the information we have is absolutely important
for the information of the Hungarian Jews. That to
the vest of ocur xnowledge, and we tfusted our know—
ledge is ~+quite water-vroof, the imminent execution
of a million Yews is impending. That everything is
prepared, that it can start any dzy. ind that we want
assurances that this informstion is passed on. and we
were given the assurances by Jr. Neumann, by iir.
Krasnianski,'by ir. Steiner andé by everygbody who

was there. There were at least twelve peonle.

You were given iasurance that the information would
g

 be passed on?

Yes, and that was the
Dr. Xazsztner, beccuse
fHe was in Hungary....
Non, coup, pardon. Je

first time I heard the name of
I never heard that name before,

atexcuse. C'est pas possible.

Do this or I will do ayself...

115

Dr. Xssztner's name was mentioned the first tize, it

came to ny notice ths

t anybody by that nsme exists.
-I ¥new the members of the Jewish council from tefore

the time of my deportation...

of the 3Slovak.

.++0F the Slovzk Jewish Council. But I did kmow no

33

about the Hungarisn Ydewish council. ard + have oeen

givean to understand ti

clial wnersons

t
arrival, he is now alreszdy in Bratislava, =nd tae
hi el

and for ais convenien

-
tJ
ct

%
ot
1=
D
H
0]

ot Pr. .asziner iz on influen-

hat beczuse of ny an .etzler's

¥ oare

inforaztion imnmediately.

¢t
D_)‘
[()
|..|

ce, the informetion, the zrovoca:z

the Auschwitz rexort has been translsted fnom Slovak

LViaaai,
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in which it was originally conceived, into Hungsrian

end Germen on the spot. And secretaries were working.

And I could see +the HUngarian and Gerwman tyanslations

still in Z2ilina. There were =z aumber of £irls typing.

Two or three. They were wives of those gentlemen, who

were typists. .

Q: And it is in this report tizt you draw...you drew al-
ready the map of Auschwitz.

A: Z¥erything was drawn. The mzp of Auschwitz was there.
What I am missing fronm the reyport

Q: Doring the first two days?

* s a0

‘Az Bverything was just as tae revort has been recoveared
recently. Jhat I am missing from the report, are
warnings about the imminent deporta®ion of Hungsrian
dews. and this wasKZ)+6ﬂQ4/ gain and again, by both
I us, iletzler and . myself. And we were told, if I re-

member well, that it is good for ths verﬁé;ty of the

report that we do not pronhesize the future, but say
only what we know. The rest.l..

O

They said tais in proper words?

A: I wouldn't guarantee that those were their wordés, bub
this was the sense of it. In ot;er‘words, thet the
authenticity of the renort would he somehow weakened,
if we would speak about anything we don't know fronm

. ’ first hand. Ia other words, we should 1limit ourselves
to things whica haprened, not which will happen. Ve
of course explained exactly that the machinery of
murder in Auschwitz is based on the principle of no
resistance and tricking of the victims into the gas—
chambers. ind that we consider it as of utter imvortance,
thet the content of that report should be spread among
those...this part of the Hungsrian nopulation which
is being immediately threatened oy execution, %2is means
gerian Jdews, or Jewish Aungarians, what ever you
gcause zmons them were 211 tyees,you Xnow, who
¢! ed one way or 2motier. is fer myself is councerned,
I wouldn't czre szbhout it =t all, bheczus Lr e they
raal aunan beings,‘you ¥now, wer.ens - bis

O “~
im + 133 o 3 . . .
lmes, out we are g11 odd. I mean this...this
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v ...this was of 1little imnortance. The improtance was
that thers was e million peodle threatenel immediately
with dezth. And they explained us that Ir. Sagsztnar
is not just anybody, that he is one of the graat
Jewish lezd:z=rs.

Q: But did you ask to meet nim, when thej gave you the
nane? .

A : They said that this is not necessary.for us. ind they
made it'plenﬁifully clezr that our job has been done,
and now what we have to do is to enjoy ourselves. Ve
will be supvlied with money, with nice clothes, and
we should play the gentlemen now} beczuse we had bad
tines, and we should now enjoy ourselves. de deserve
it, they said.

Q: But in.... -

A: ...it was very kind. ,

Q: In the report you mads, did you recommend nrecise,
specific things to ne done? '

A: Hany things have been asked, and refused to be put intc
the report on the grounds that repvort should contain
factuzl matter, not sveculations, factual matter. But
naturally the conditions were discussed. e explained
the princivle that the rachinery can work only if the
victims believe that notaring.is going to hapten to them
waich is outside the international law. That they migh
be vadly treated, that they might get pzd accomodstion,
thzt they might have a lack of coffee houses, they =2ll
kmew when they went there. But that they were going to
be gassed, or that their children are going to be
gassed, or thsir mothers are going to be gasséd,‘they‘
did not susvect, and I explained to them that this lack
of knowledge, this trust into values in which they

grew uv, that you can’t execute a nerson

BOBIHE 274

&
L]
)
=

1, whet happnened afterwards, affter they left you?
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THey zssured us that Xasziner is an extremely intelligent
and expansible person, that they listened to our advice '
but the décisions will Ze with Xesztner. ind that it is
sort of not suitable for veople of our standing to say
what should be done on a grand scale of zolitics. They
will decide what should be published and when. They will
do everything what is in their-possiblity to save those
who are threatened. They assured me of that, that the
information will be given to Xasgtner on the same day that
Kasztner -is in Bratislava, that his movement from Hunaary .
o0 Slovakia doesn't ? cause too much trouble przcti-
cally, and we should wait for further developpments mean-—.
while in ZElina. They will contact us again, and they left
us there in az comfortable place without shows, perfectly -
well dressed, they dién't give us shoes for some reasgcn.
No shoes? ~
No shoes. No shoes. They szid that there are no shoes. iie
don't have to get out. The shoes might induce ds going
out, and that's now dangerous for us. I mean, they thought
the shoes will nrevent us escaring. {umelezrsentence)
4 VOUS ¢t h o el ot Fdny W{,

In any case, we accedted that as a matter of diecipline,

. and we were really fed excellently; They severel times

asked us if we miss anything, we said that we are missiag
only women. S0, the situation was sort of satisfactory.

And we were satisfied that things are rolling. At the

‘end of the week, the cleaning woman, who was =2 Jewish Xady,
was coming to clean up the mess after us there, you know
there were bottles around, things like thet. And she was
crying. S0 we were'investigating why she is crying, if we
didn't behave well or something like thet. And she sgic:

oh no, she's got no objections zgainst us, we are very

nice to her and in genersl we do behave, she said. -ut
S

there 1s a horrible thing hayprening, two transports with
Hungarien Jewsz nasssed thrcugh Zilina, =znd the gentlemen

from the Jewisn Council were here bcC£ in 2ilines ené Tney
were on the station, teczuse trhey were giving then, as

usual, sandwiches and milk for the children, -
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£
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or something like thet, giving them some helxr on the road.
But the gentlemen asked her very stricily not to tell us
about this, because it would unset vs, znd that we shouvuldn't
be uvset by anthing. Je should...we should enjoy ourselves,
and that she actuelly is guilty b saying us what she said
us. And so we mew thzt the Hungarian action is starting to
roll.

Yes, but as fer as we ¥now the Hungarizn tran...transports
started onhly in the second half of Hay.

Yes, since then I have regeated this statement several
times to several historians, who...who quarreled with me
about this and thought that verhans I am mistzken with two
weeks. And interestingly in 1976 or 1977, =z man called Biss,
who was a nmenmber of Lasztner's entourazge, vublished his
memoires under a sensztionzl title zbout, I dont't know what
it.. . _ i .

Yes, we know this,

'The end of the Finaleolution', or scmething like that.

And you know, in every book there are not only lies, there
must e 2lso a grain of fruth. ind in that grain of truth.
he publishes at the end of his book an informed statistics
about Hungarizn deportations znd he stztes that before

the wave of deportations sterted two small transports of _
mainly convicted Jews, convicts from nrisons, not from Jewis
centres, wers transported to Arschwitz via Slovekia in aAnril
1944. So, obviously, if one goes thoroughiy into the history
of those tni=zngs, you will find informations.....

How do you explzin the behaving of these meovle of the
Slovak Jewish Council?

Well, at that moment, it obviously was above my compreshensio:
ind + didn't ¥mow reslly what to think of that. I mean, they
were gesred to believéng that we escaped from Auschwits,

in order to get new clothes from them, or something like
that, nerhens. Or nerheps theilr attibude towards us which
from the very ssart, once we ended the official work, was
sort ¢f a matronizing rether than friendly, sort of netro-
nizing. s didn't know exectly what to thinx of it. Tle nave
not been trusted to.kmow what acticn is teing taicen on the

tasis of our informzticn.

"
(@]

Yes, but they delivered your report. Your re-ort- was sent
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abroad.

A: Yes, thet's true, but who was devorted from abrozd? what
do you mean by abroad, into the neutrsal Switzerlend, or
into England, or into America? Thst was a good thing to
transport....to celiver the report there, IF they did,
which is a guestionatle thing as I will explezin to you
later. How it get out is still a questionable thing. I
can explain to you later what I did in order that it
should get out. But I was not worried, or Wetzler, we
were not worried thet anybody fs going toc be deported
#o Auschwitz from nglend, or from America. ind we didn't
want to } f\VQﬁ(&/{Lhe #llies into war agzinst Germany.’
It came to our knowlegtge that they zlresdy declarsd war
on Germany. iie wanted thet informstion to cone in the:
Tirst hand to those who were. threatened immedistely.
Because you can rely in the first hend, in a dangerous
situation, on what you can do for yourself, ahd then one
can see what somebody else can do Tor you. The whole
Auschwitz experience taught us that the slaughter house
‘functions on the basis of the ignorance of the victim. .
To break this ignorance me=znt to break the slaughter
house's machinery. _

Q: No, no, but it is...it vias my question: how do you ex— .
Pain their behaving? Because you told me - gut of record -
this very strange answer you gave me agbout the monéy...

A: This is a very good question} and here we are coming into
2 realm where + cannot claim such firm ground like waen
I claim facts ébout auschwitz, because those people did
not leave tape-recordings, and they made their dealings
without the tape-recordings. We s+till have to find out

what happened, and it is not at =11 difficult to figure

that out. “et us take the whole situztion. j%hat ﬁ%wish
...... t Yedish Counci \Eery thdD__~L§
01onxsts, and they all were welcome afiter the wer in

Israecl.

&
.

55

You talk about the ... weonle of Hungzry.
nn,

aA: also from Slovairiz. arasnianski, . Heums =11 of then,
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they were perfectly respected in the Zicnist movement
until they lived(?) or some of them are living now. The
time is not so long as we think. Let us see the situation
throuhg the eyes not of those who were saved, Tut. throusr
the eyes of those who died. And perhaps I might see
through those eyes better, because 1 was destined to
die with them. After all I went with those in 1942 to
Auschwitz who died. It is sort of a freak accident that
I didn*t. So I can imagine how they look at the situation
and what happened. In Slovakiz, there were 90,000 Jews,
and those 90,000 Jews were one day deprived of the right
. to negotiate with the officizl authorities on the basis
of the Nuremberg lawa, and an intermeidary betwesn the
Jews and the German zuthorities had been creatved.

Q: Yes. )

A: ind this intermedizry was the Jdewish Council which -
eonsisted of Zionists, of those ~“jonists who wers anyro-
ved both by the ~ionist organfzation and by the Hazis.
Those Zionists were then given the adnministrative task
of resettling people, and drew up the lists and the....
of who is to be reseittled whs=n. And....

Q: Yes, but on which grounds, on wzich basis?

A: Vlell,...

Q: ...how did they choose?

A: Definetly 60,000 were chosen not to stay in Slovakia, and
30,000 were chosen to stzy. wWho are those 30,000 had to
be decided through the hznds of the Jewish Council, becaus
thet was the only way by which a Jew had any sort of legal
regress or report with the loczl situation. I obviously
was not among those thirty thoussnd, I was among those
60,000 who went. I can®t szy that the Jewish Council
saved me, or anybod¥.....

Qs Yes, but excuse me, most of the 30,000 were dexnorted

L4,

0O

efterwards, they were deported in 1
A; Cf ti.ose 60,000...
Ls No, of the 30,000 peo=:le whicr hsd been lefi.
Yes.

v
.

(end of first day of shooting)
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G: A1l right, I would like to kmaw.vho reccmmended specifi-
cally the bombing of the crematorium in Auschwitz, and the
bombing of the railroad stztions. Did you do this your—
self?

A: This havppened....

Q: And you did it when?

A: For that you needed pilans of the...of the camp and this
happened the first time I was discussing...this was the...
with Rabbi ﬁeissmandel in Jude '44 in Bratislzva,after the
report came in from two othar escapees froz Auschhltz from
ilordowich and Rozin....

Q:: vho escaped after you?

A: Aster I...yes. That during may, when fetzler znd I were
in SlovakXia, anproximately 100,000 Jews from Hungary were
deported to Auscawitz and in such =z sueed that practically
the crematoriz and the gas chambers can not carry out the
eXecutions and that they ret urned to thz old fashioned
way of executions in dlucnes, without crema...without £28e.
without ....the exvensive crematoria, and....often even
came t0 scenes like burfing children alive or shooting the
people instead of gassing them, but shooting then in frongk
of the burning fires. Because the success of the devorta-
tions from Hungary dmming iiay of 1944 was so hig,that the
Nazis just couldn't dezl with it.The sneed of ths murder

Mmachinery....
Q¢ Was too fast.

A: was...was....the successs was bigger then they expected.
Q: Yes, Okay, but to come back to this...to this map, to this
plan which was...that you drew from iuschwitz. When did

you do it. You did it in 4ilina?

This we did with Jetzler in 2ilina on i-ril...on &4vril 25th

¢t Duming your meeting?

A: Druing the meed ing. That's right.

Qs {dith seumann......

Az That's right. That's right. That's right.

2: But =t this tlme . what did....Did you meke swnecific re-

comm. ndations zbout the oenbing? i
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§o, because this...Ilt was known to me that the Jewish
Council doesn't hsve bombers at his disnosal, so I
wouldn't come with such an idea. and they were »laying
dovm their connections and their facilities. They were
listentng to me without telling what they cen do. .Jhat
they could do, and I lmew they can do, and which was
within their faéilities, end which was the objective
which I wanted to reach, to pass on the information about
the nature of Auschwitz to the vart of the Hungarian
pavulation which is in immediate danger. This was clear
to me that they have got this possibility. And That they.
The JEiS of Hungaria? _

The Jews of Hungsria, yes. “lso, I explained to then
thet the...the fact...that the Jews of 3lovekia from

30,000 - 60,000 were deported in 1242, bus in 1942 ....
dJ

"Phere were originaly 90,000 Jews, and those 30,000 “ews

&

thought that the deportation is so:t of a queFtion of
the vast.

That it will....
That they are slready yrétected. For

[o1)
(0]
Hhy
-
a1
4
ct
.y
<
[
-
:4
'
3
o

j
<]
18]
(4]

I tried to explain them that nothing ch: G
devortation in the interim ¥time came from France, irom
Holland, from 3elgium, from Greece. Now thzy zre couing
from Hun -ary, but there is no reason to believe theat
those 30,000 will be finally ah exception. In other words
I wanted them %o give the wa¥ningz sbout ta: nzture of
Auschwity and about the fate of the pest deportations,
about the fate of the people in the past transy...trans-
vorts, to pass to that part of the population which is
in ....in danger.

But this is very interesting. You think that the...

the Slovar Jews, enfin, the remaining Slovax Jews,

the 30,000 thought that for them there was o danger
anymore.
Jell, they re very relaxed in Slovakia, zlso, tz

vie
was guite close to .uschwitz, in Zilina itself is

©

Auscrritz less than 100 miles. Yes, they were =z Dbit

worried, but the stmosphere in Slovekia in 1944 wes in
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A

Q:
Al

L
. e

o w o

general much more relaxed than in 194:.

True, yes.

You ses,in 1944 the possibilty <f an uprising in Slovikia
szeinst Nazism was generally discussed zmong the noo—
ulation. So there was = force against the “ezis. They...
When I was deported in 1942, I was hunted ruthlessly

by the 3Slovaic gendarmes, but when I came back to Slovakie
in 1944, znd my mother, who happéned to avoid deportatior
....T wanted to visit her, in 1944, but the gendarmes -
the same gendarmes who were hunting me in 1942 - came 1o
warn hdr, and szid that the Gestapo is waitihg in front
of ner house, that I &houldn't go home.

And it was everywhere the same.... ,

So in 4...Yes, that's right. So in '44, collszboration
forces pecame less sure of themselv¥es. The easterm front
was coming closer, and with it a certain relaxation of
the Jews, the fear of the next deportztion was alsgo -
much smaller. ' ,
Yes, it was clear slready that the “azi nsd Lost the
war. That the war was 1gst.

Well, it was clear o mény neo ‘le, out don't forget: the:
are certzin people who believed from the stz#t that the
war of the “azis, for the Yazi:z is lost because we
couldn't imzgine sny other war. But ob¥iously it was
still befare Normandy, bvefore the invesion, three-four
weeks, it was two—three months befcre the first atitentss
against ditler, and the idazi machinePy was in sperfect

e 0 » .

Yes, the machinery.l..

....Perfectly intact.

...was in a good state.

Yes. .

The Wehrmzcht + less, as a natter of fact.

7ell, you see, in this urovlem I couldn’s see, in the

ice, etc, 33 - tals

ar as the DO
il 1

=k
‘—I

ehrnzcht, out =zs T
acihinery worked wnerfectly wel
Yes. Lhis is true. Okay, now, 2bout Jfeissmaiidel, wnen

did your meeting. with Weissmandel taike nlece. I :ean,

it was how msny days or weeks after your Tirst meeting
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in 4ilina with the members of the Jewish Council?
7iell, for practically six weeks after that first
meeting we were kXent in ignora nce about what is A
hzppening, they didn't give us any sort of information
whick they would have had, namely that ths frausporits
of Hungarian Jewry are rolling through Slovakia, and
that nobody gives them the information.

Yes, they started to roll in the second half of ilay.
They started to Toll in the second hnelf of lay. And

we were kevt...we were to0ld, Wetzler and I...and my-
self, by them thet we should keen ourselves for the
safety of us and bveczuse we are very important now,

we should keep ourselves sormewhere aside and we were
kevt in = place called Liptowski-Sweti-iiiculas, through
which thos e transports were not rolling, so that this

information comnletely escaned us.

I cowldn't resch you.

«..couldn's reach us.

A1l righteeee. . ’

ve.2nd the first time that we realized thzt during
whole Mzy, inspite thes whole informztion, transyorts
of tens of thousands of peovnle were rolling through
Slovskia, without those veople being informed zoout
their fate at the end of the line, this came clear
o us only in June 6th, bveczuse on that dsy two
further escapees from iuschwritz Rozin - Ernst R0zin -
and Zeslov Iorgowich arrived in Slovakia ané we netd
immediately. We found one another immediately due to
certain circw stances, end they could tell us what
hapnened.in the month -izy in Auschwits.

Did you kxnow them before?

Oh, &es. Je were very close friends before.

In Auschwitz? '

In asuschwitz, ¥Yes. and Hnose both !'mew =2bont the fact
that we two zre nrern-ring the escane.

sut who requssted the zeeting  1th jeissmondel, you
or .eissmsndel himself?

1 T3
¥ |

On. Jhy should I recuest mest
S
"]

couldn't see any rezson fo-
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the meeting six or seven weelXs after we were in
* Slovakiz to meet us. '

Can you descrive tae meetings? ow it take nlace, and

O
..

N

why he wented to mest ypou.
A: Jell, Weissmandel's ncme...
could you déo this wvividly, if you can.

> O

Well, I can try to recall it, because it was....
Weissmandel's name was kmown to me from childhood,
because from 8hildhood his father-in-law was a ra...
Rabbi Ungzrn was considered a wonde®-rabbi. And as

a small child I lived cuite close'to that wiversity
0f Talmud which they had, which is called a Yeshiva.
Actuzlly, I lived on the same street in Hipra.

o
'Y

Ah, yes, You lived in Nitrsz.

3
*"

Yes, I lived in Nitra and I was on the same street

as a child.

ind you were yourself from a religious family?

O
(1]

1<

¥y family....I was educated by my grandfather, znd

;‘1,:.

he was a very religious Jew. '

Q: Crthodox?

As: Orthodox. Cf course,

Qs Ah yes. .

A: ind 1lived on the same street .as this...this Yeshivae,
and so this rabbi Ungarn was of course considered =
miraculous rabbi, and I remember as a child'being
sometimes with =n errand in the kitchen of this
raobi, and I used to go cuite often %0....I szw the
school as a child. So I lmew of course that .
Heissmendel was his sort of legitimste heir, recognize:
heir, very reszected in the commmunmity. Of the religiow
Jdew, you know. Frozm ‘he Slovakisn Jews only aboud

30 to 40 % were very religious oPthodox, I would say.

It's nmuch.

&

...and among t..0se, i{eissmancel w7as an ernormrous

zuthority. 3ut when I came bzcit from suschwitz I

couldn't see any verticulsr rezson to look for hin,
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neither did I xnow that he lives, neither did * ask
for him if he lives or not. Because £0 many veople
died, why should I svecially enquire abdbout...about

2 rabbi. I myself have never bezsn very religious, once
I was over ten years old. ind they suddenly told me
that: yes, there-is rabvi .eissmendel, he wanits to
talk to us. So I thought that....

BOBINE 279
NY 133

A: Well, so I was avproached by the Zionist representativ
or the Jewish Council revresentatives, which was
practically the same, in the niddleg of June 1344, that
if I would agree t0 see Rabbi Weissmzndel. ind I was
of course surrriséd to know that Rebbi ieissmandel
is 2live, I was quite pleased about it too, rtecause
T was pleased if anybody was zlive. However, I was
supzosed to go there not zlone, but tcgether with
¥Morgowich, and the importance of the vresence of
dlorgowich was that I wzs one of the two who came
from Auschwitz in A»ril, and Horgowich znd Rozin
came from Auschwitz in...

Q: In June. .

A: In June. i#nd so we both...we were told that the
Jdewish university where Rabbi ‘ieissmendel is the
dresident or rector or whatever this title was..

Q: A Yeshiva. _ ‘

A: VYeshiva, that's right. The Talmudic school is now in
centre of Bratislava, in the former Jewish cuarter.
Now, there was in 3Bratislava a dewish quarter which

was sort of an...in the old part of the eity...

sut you mean a ghetto?

&£

'-
.

It was the remainder of a ghetto waich was from....
from t0 hundred yezrs =z-c. But it was now in the
centre of the city, and vefore the Zevortation it
was inhabited by a2 colofful Jewish nopulation, sort
of very religious geonle, and simple. You kmnow, this
type of Jews. But tiiey ¢ic hot survive the desnor—
tation, they were all deported....
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In '42. .

In '42. So, in '44, in June, they told me +thet we are
supposed to visit Rabbi Jeissmzndel on...in that Jewish
quarter which was practically cuite close to the centre
of the town, in 3Bratislava,... ,

This means the Yeshiva at thet time was not anymore

in Nitra... )

It was not in Nitra, it was in Bratislava, it went to
the capital of Slovakia. Now a2ll this was for me a bit
surprising to hear. However, we were given the adress
and we went. So, we had to dress guite bronerly not
td...in a certain style, you seey not to atract the
attention of the Secret Police or of the police in

generzl, because it was a....we were both, Morgowich and
) ? H o

I, aware thet the warrants sgainst us have been issued.
We didn't see them at that time, but we imew that the.
warrants exist. We knew how thorough'the vrocedure is
when anybody would menage...could manage Lo éscape from
Auschwitz, and we knew that the warrani is internafionél,
I mean all over occupied territory. So I used to dress
at that time a bit flamboiantly and oretending to be a
Se..3lovax student, and “orgowich.i.. Horgowich Szczescek
who was a Pole originally, his...he pretended to ve
from northsrn Slovakiz, which saw to.his Polish eccent
used to come through, but he was = nice men, vlongd,
blue-~eyed, looked rather lilke gz Gestapo mzn than a

Jew, with his appearance, very self-confident and
dressed this way. We went to visit the great Rabbi.

S0, we came to that Yeshiva, and the door was opened
end we were...we were received oy two polite Jewizh
gentelmen, two students from the Yeshiva, &ressed up

in their garb as usually, =s I used to see them from
the childhcod, with Paies, you know, and with dark....
1t was hot summer, hot sumuer, ond with bhose wide
brimmed hats, you ¥mow, in their folklore, which is,..
wii€h is sort of....

in %their itraditional...
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Az In their tradition, yes, in thair traditional folklore.
For us, you know, it élready started to be a ovit
peculiar, you see. There we*e.....durlnc this whole vizit
L hed two feelings: one, that it was conical, I hzve
to xeey my fsace stralgkt‘ Because seeing Tor two Fyears
millions of Jewish people being gassed 1n....mu*dered in
Auschwitz, it was sort of a very great surprise for me
to see a2 small grouv of traditionally orthodox Jews,
following théir studies of talmud in centre of Bratislava.
I...it was incongruous....it was sort of an...

Q: But it's beautiful too?

Az Well, it was...I didn't look at it as = bezuty. I looked
at it...Do not forget, it was June '44. ije looked for
logic, not for beauty at thet time. ind it did not mzke
to me in the first moment any sense. It was...on the
first moment it was to me a bit couical, on ths other side
it was to me = bit sinister. I, 3idn't Xmow what it means.
ile went...they were expecting US.ee..in zccordance to
their tradition..the students did not Xxuow who we are,

I mean, they new that two men widl come, end...who. they
are, the students were not told, =2nd they took only gres
care that we shouldn't tcuch them, that there shouldn's
-be sort of hand-sheking or just direct contact, because
accoriding ta their tr adition they looked at us,and we
didn't look to them sort of very Jewish or....they were
not sure who we are. .If we are from the police, if we
are....they didn't know. They Xmew we will come, and they
Imew that we cre supvosed to be brousht to Rabhi
Weissmandel, and they trezated us nolitely dbut 1 ’th
considerable distence, =nd we hzd to go through several
rooms, we saw those students sitiing Tehind...vehind
their benches, or stsnding behind benches - they study
often in 2 st>nding position, with the nigh henches.
and they didn't Just taike too much notvice, giving us
Just sort of = susnicious look, 2ut remzined 7olite x
brought us Yo the ravbbi. :nd revhi zwaised us at She
¢ office, and invited us To cone...to come in,

wles

How, while I was goinc....®he rabbi lookzd exacily
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a wonder raboli shouid look, I mean this was a tall

men, which would attract enybody's attention, with

a very sort of deep look in his eves, venetraiing look;
Bery bensvolent face,'with a beerd. ﬁe had a hzt on,
according to his tiadition,'and he was Gressed like

a great Talmudic scholzr. This means: extrenely sloppyi
But relatively clean. That was the first thing which
struck me....

You hate them.

I don't know, I just...this is how he should...this is
now he locked, I mean....

Okay, go on.

I do not criticize anybvody's way how he should look.

I mean he ehooses to look so,and it is the privilege of
everybody to look as he wants zud to wear nhis own
falklore, and I am certzinly not thinking that his »
appearncses 1is anything which I should crivicize. I can-
take notice of it, it was different from whet wWas. ..

what I was used to, esvecially after itwo Auschwitg, in

" the centre of Bratislave. I mean, the strict zdhesrence

to the o0ld . tradition, you see. I could understard
that he is not sloyny, but that is to show thzt his

mind is concentrated on highet things, that he can't

think of such simnle worlédly things like the garb. I
knew what that =means, you see, vut I looked =t it with
the eyes of a civilian, if I may say so, of a verson
who is outiside, how it would stmuck =z common civilian.
It was perfectly clear to me, that with his old....the
fzct that on his perfectly clean shirt buttons were
missing, or that his shows didn't hsve laces, this
meant only one thing, that he doesn't think sbous such
worldly things, or it was meant...it was meant to mean
thet. I mean,I could =zlso look =2t it in a different
_marvglous i
way: I couid say,this is ° .. After twec yez in
Auschwitz I should meet =2 real ratbi which looks just

like from Hollywood. You mow, It is...whatever way

BN
v
~you lock at it, you can find a new voint of view. This

is...not a sign of arimosity that I ta%e notice of it,
1

because it was incongurent 94L in...s rundred miles
fe)
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from suschwitz. That's why I am telling this.

-

L: Okesy, go on.

Az Yah,

Q: No comment.

A: Well, so he invited us for & tez, or coffee, znd we
sterted to talk. “nd it became cuite clear to ne
immediately that he stiudied our revort very thoroughly.
He knew every word,about it. A similar report of evente
in iuschwitz has been drawn up by Horgowich and Roxzin..

Q: After they escaped.

A: ...after they came to 3lcvakia. So that the renmort....

where s our report was speaking about the impending
€X....eXecution of one million Hungarisn Jews, their
revort already could add details about the execution
carried out within ilzy in Auschwitz which meant apo-
roximately...I don't remember eisctly the figure now,
but severzl tens of thousznd, neriaps as much as '
a2 hundred thousand veople were executrd while orge=
‘wich and Rozin were still in Auschwitz-Birkenau. Now
with those figures, Rabbi Weissmzndel was perfectly
well acqueinted, end I must sey that...that I cowld
see that I am speakirg with a man who understands
the problem and who showed an enormous compzssion
for this whole »nroblem, During this whole discussion.
I memn, in spite of the fact that we were sort of
...0bviously...Jews who do not follow his wnarticular
brand of Judaism...that are not sdmirers .f this, he

behaved to us in a tolerant way, perfectly

BOBINE 280

NY 134

Q: Well, o % I see according to what you said now, that
ees.there had been z :reat difference vetween your

ewish Council and ycur meeting with |

jeissmendel. At leest he showed compession, in snite
of the fact that you didn's care zbout conpassicn.

i: He shovwed first an eno

He swcke in a movinzg style about the catastroznhe
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which took vlace and there was no doubt in our :1ind that

he understends fully the significance of the figur

wnich we had vrovided. As far 2is compassion is cor

of coursey don't forget that we were coming fronm

e
ncermed

Auschwitz where compassion, disnisy of compzssion,

connassion was dangerous, lack of control of compassion

was dangerous, and the ethics develdps im stich a w
that what was dangerous in auschwitz finally vecen

ay
es

revugnents. This is how the...how the...how the humen

mind works.
This is very good, yes, I think....
And go anything what was dsngerous Beceame in our =

ind

sort of repugnent, and we wers not interested st =1l in

was, what he cen do in order to help o stop the c
strophe. HMind you, the first part of our...of our
cussion which lested several hours, was not %oo
friendly from our side, because in xy mind it...I
t0 be...remzin cool, becsuse in ay mind there was
constantly coning up the question: where was ra bi

ileissmandel when the Jewish orthodox community has

been butchered in 1942, what was he doing for thexz

1942 when his community and the smeall rsebbis went
a martyr's death to sAuschwitz, where they dizd in
which not even a znimzl is =zllowed in g normsl s:=¢
to die. #here was he 2t that time. ind the second

o
Zes, but you csnnot renrozch him that he remsined
no%?

comvassion, we wers interested in whet can bhe done for
~those péOple in s....z2nd not for »itying them.

All right,...

«..that was the guestion.

All righv, but you szy thot he kmew your renort by
hezrt and he discussed the fzcits with wou.

e discussed very much his emotional response to the
fzets, first. ind this was whet interested us least,
what his emotionzl resmvonse was. what interested us

ata-

dis-—

nad

{4

n
to

a way
iety

thinzge.
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No, I didn't reprqach him for remsining =live, I ssied
mysels the question then, what was the Germen poliey
which kept this rabbi, the epitome of the Jew, egainst
whom they made the constant pronagenda, whose pictures
they alwsys showed in an exzggerated wey in 'Stuermer’
and in all other those dirty anti-Semitic Nazi provagand
papers, why did they .. - situate tiris rabbi into the

- centre. of Bratislava in the middle of the Holoczuss,
hunired miles away from Auschwitz? I had to zsk myself
this question.

Okey, you did it. And afterwards? (interruption of tne
tave) e will come back lster on to 1342.

Right. So that's why it was not so...our....the first
hour was not too...was not too ...

friendly from your side.

too friendly fron bur side, we remzined a bit cool. e
waited until the compassion....compassion tyrazde sort
of goes nast, and we could see that this is a mzn of
considerzble intellect,salso in the way how he sxoke.
He suddenly asked us whet can be done in our sypinion.
He asked you?

Yes. de saida: Now, you are from there, it is my duty to
«..t0 treat you like...like the ambssszdors of those
veople who died there. Becauss rou came back. ind you
ere the only ohes who can sveak for then. -

That's whaet he said?

That's what he said.

Bxactly this?

With those words. ind,You see, he didn't insist theat

we adopt any ovthodox Jewsih manuners during...that we
will wear hats or anything. I meszn, this was from his
side, in his séhool, in view of the fact thet we were
dewish, ‘already a great sign of tallerance, And I aeen,
he gzve us zmhassadorial treataert, nobody could sit
lixe that in his office.

smbzssadors of 21l the Jews that wers xilled in iuschwitz.

s
Yes, *e exvlained to us, we are tne only ones ho cmue

back froxn there, so we suezx for tasza. 30 ae w .he

LT le
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trezted us accordingly. and he asked us what can be done.
56, we went ahead to explain to him the vrinéiple, we
explained to him that from all what we know and what we

had seen, the principle consists in the ignorance of the
people who are going to be slaughtered. That those wmeopel
board trains, that the trains are not veing even guarded,
that they come voluntarily to the trains, and those trains
come then to Auschwitz. And once they are surrounded on the
ramp, there is nothing that can be done. So the only thing
is that wken they come to the ramy, then....the only thing
which they can...could do, is to choose between being
butchered on ths spot or bveing driven into the gas chambers.
That's the only thing which they have to choose, at that
monment.

Q: A1l rig.t, all right.

A: Therefore, I explained to aim, the only thing is to'explain
then that they are not going to resettiement camwvs. Thet
they should not voard the trains. That they should not
obey orders, that they should run away whereger they cax.
They should be hunted down like deer, not slaughtered like
pigs. /

Q: Did he agree with this?

A *Yes, '

: He did?
A: Yes. "¢ said, he understends that...you see, he didn‘t....

Q¢ ind did you recommend other things?

'A: _es, he asked me what else can be done. And this was the

first time where I understood, or he gave me to understand,
that he has connections scing to abrosd and thst he cen
master hely from abroad to suschwitz, say from the side of
the Allies. “e said, militarily, what can be done.

Me asked specificelly?

L
(1]

A

L :Yes. specifically militery. ¥ow when I heard thzat sort of

quesvions, first of courze I thoucht thot it is obviousiy

Las -<

ouite clesr to nim that the »rincinie of brezliing ths
secrecy of [uschwiiz to tie nsonle at lorge is the mein
-+

thing. 3ut I nust say that he didn' %t szy on it, ne aidn's

neixe comments on QW sypeeches in this way. He straight
forvard turned to the next nzgeand aslized us zbout ailitszry
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¢t Militaraly?
A: Hilitarily, yes.

: whet...what can be done?

&

o

Yes. Jilitarily what can be dons. So I explained to him
that the mezin thlng is to slow down the machinery. And
thls machinery can be slowed down by passive resistance -~
number One. Nimber two — the Gernans obviodsly are not
intending to mugder the Jews in Central Burope or in
¥estern Europe on the streets, because they are aftaid
of the reaction of the populations. So, it is necessary
to do at least passive resistance, to run away, secondly -
if they get the people into the trensvorts; to cut the
transport lines for Auschwitz. And because I knew thet
the functioning of Auschwitz was based on the fact that
whenever a_transnort cane to the vicinity of suschwitz
say thirty - forty miles from isuschwitz ya t2legram used
to come, which would vremare...which would prénare tk
whole machinery for...for...for the murder. So if the
train...the railway étatﬁons around ‘uschwitz, forty -
fifty miles, would ve bombed and the veople wouldn't cone
- to Auschwitz, but would have to be transnorted forty -
'fifty miles on foot, already this would slow down the
murderous mechinery. Because in Silesea, again, the
Germans couldn't murder 100,000 vsonle out on the street
-or in the fields so easily, as in the instzllations of
Auschwitz. As far the instzllations of suschwitz itself
is concerned, I didn't think very much of their bombing
as sucn, beczuse I know that before the crenatoria had
been built, the gassing znd the burning of veonle codld
be done in simnle huts and in simpnle ditches with a bit
of petrol. And I imew that if the cremstoria will be
eliminated, one can cuite easitly reconatruct the mur—~
derous macninery.....
Q: This means fhst you recommendedrzt first, the oombing
ways? ,
A: The vombing of the railways at first, o
=to

e G
ria Were nmore o r 1less an ornsmental thing
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for the Germans. Instead of the burning and.....so they

wanted to have it elegant too, proner installetions. But

O
'Y

2

they were a luxury.

This could have afraid them too, tcmbing of the crematoris
Rardon? _

Thris couwld have .... afraid them too. ,

Of course, I said, the bombing of the crematoriz directky

would indicated them that the world is taking notice, and

would have been a moral pressure on then. Parther more,

a bombing of the crematoria would have been an encouraging
sign for the resistance which existed within the camp, -

‘and in a disorder of the bombing there nignt be that tae

Al

resistance will pick up the oprportunity and destroy the
installations. '

BX actly.

Further more, I said, the resistance is...has got no
weavons, =2nd it would be a great nelP if wearons would

be sinply drooved in the cammyand there are alyeady nennle
- many inter-brigadists and so on - who kmow what to do
with the weavons. So I suggested thet....I sugsested that
even better: there would be a heln if directly parashooifis
— I know that it would have been =z very difficult mission,
But I thought that a small groun of pacashootists who are
deczded (and I thought of course that I might goe....

Did he agrees with =211 this?

Absolutely, absolubtely. Yhat I am aurnrlsed was that he
could spesk in those terms. I didn’t expect it.

Yes, this is a paradox. He was a religious Jew, as a...
Yes, yes.

es.0f fact. And he asked military cuestions.

Yes, and once it came to this sort of discussion, I had
nothing but very warm feelings for him, because it was

the first time we svoke with 2 men who asked to...vho
didn't just...wasn't just curious or investigating the
dates when 1 was degorted and how could I see ever Fthinz,
But he was discussing with me seriously the mape and

the plans and the possiblity which could be done.

You loaked =t the pdlazn with hin?
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- 4: Yes, he 22d the plan in front of kimself, beczuse ke

had the whole revort in front of him, and we were
discussing it in detail.

BOBINZ 281

NY 135

Q: Well, what did you think at the time, after this
meeting with Weissmandel?

Az Well, we were discussing it all four among us the same
evening, naturallyl I thought that from everything
one thing can come out, that they nmight five ths war-
ning out. I knew that they had the chammels of com»
munication to the Jewish population at large, I knew
that our vaice would not be listened too because we
are not knovn to them as authorities and because we
didn't occupy any partifuler strong social position,
and didn't come from femilies with roney, etc. They
wouddn't listen to us. But we inew thot th'those
veople who were in vosition of authority, they will
listen. and if they teil them that it is true about
the gasichambers, that they will get theApoint. And
so we said that this might be one good voint. About
other things which he was speaking, you kxnow, I was
very dubious about it, because it was clezar to me that
the war  not a phoney war in 1944, that it is a
total war, an all-out war, that e¥erything is teings
done to break the N-zi power, and alsoc it was clez

to me that the Nazi power is pretty strong at that
time, and I shought something might come out of it.
I didn(t Xnow how relisble the rchennels are. So...

Q: But it was the first time that you had the feeling
that your renport would be sent abraszd?

Az Ylell, it was the first time that...that I heard it
from some of the responsible Jewish officials, tc be
menticned. But none of them mentioned tc me thet it
will be publicized or it was zlready publicizedamong
the Hungerisn Jews. I mean, they iried to avoid us and

trie@ "to avoid talking sbout this in general. But this

was the first {time that somsbody was saying these
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, words straight forward.

Qf It's what vou thought at the...

As Ib's what I thought, yes. ind of course I wondefed, of
course I wondered how reliable that is, and of course
I could see +tha  incongruity of the whole situation.
You see, Rabbi tieissmandel was obviously a verson in
the...even in my mind,who was highty trained in ethics,
in Jewish ethics. ind I knew something about this topic,
and I was there in his school, and * could see all his
students who were vrotected from dé?ortation in 1942.
And those students were carrying on studying Talmud,
which is basically teaching of ethics, while their
rothers, sisters, brothers were being gzssed in Ausch-
witz, or deported to an UNKINovM. . .UNKNOWH, « « 2N Unknovm
destination. 4nd I hed to ask myself, what are they
studying in their ethic, =nd how serious can those
veople be 7

Q: It was your question at that time?

A: YES. That's what we were discussing. And I %nst tell

you that we were discussing it. wit: a certain sort of

...We could see the huherous touch of it. I mean, we

had seen a lot of humorous things in Auschwitz, I

I may use this word'humorous'. But onz had to learn

to Zaugh, if one could...wanted %o live, or af one

wanted to survive, or if I wanted %o survive with any

meaning. . _ |

A1l right, now this was the neeting with the Jewish

F o]
.

rabbicess

A: Yes.

Q: Now, afterwards you had a meeting with the delegate
of the Pone? '

A: Yes, the szme representatives of the Jewish Council
asked a if we would be prenpared to sueak to the
Popal\ﬁﬁgﬁzxgg/hg% we said: naturally. I was prepared
to svesk to anybody, even to the devil.

s All) right, now csnt you....

50 we...they took us to the...c monastery

3 1a

about twenty miles away fron Srasiglave, Ho0ld us Shat

:r;.
£l
o
w
3
2]
H
Y
s
ot

.....

we are goinz tc meet the Luntius. Je didn't xnow ainm
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NINCIS

Q:
a:

_Okay. Ckay

nerso ally, and as I Xnow now, lzter, it was not the
JWuntT“F_ but a stand-in of his, who was representing
him. ind the situation was very sinilar,lilke vith _
rabbi Weissmandel. The whole discussion was on very
similar lines. Only the....

Whet was his ‘name?

eh....Wel]l, he didn't say us his nome. 4,8 I 2rt not
sure what his ncme wah because he didn't show me any
documents. But I have ¥een introduced to him in =z
monestery in Swatiyur. He came with a...dn a very
elegant car, he was dressed in accordance with his
status...ee

He was not slownpy.

He was extremly elegantly dressed, sort of in a black
dress and high coller,white collar, You lknow, like
reverend fathers ere being dressed, like dignitaries
of Vaticah are dressed. I mezn, extremely.... -
¢

Dleasant, elegant, civilized man. And in...ike coffee
was served in silver, not in steel cun{ But other—
wiée the situation went exactly the same, It was a
beautiful salon in the monastery, and the development
was the same. First, he in his language...hs =noke
very bad German, not good German, so I spole with him
vartially, but liorgowich spesks fluent French. 350 the
the gentlemen snoke Yery well Prench, and thetls how
the discussion went.

But he was Slovak, he was an Italian?

No, obviously he was a Spaniard.

He was a Spaniard.

Tes, he was a spaniard ia diplomatic services of
Vatican. iAnd he was exnlaining to us that ne is
travelling now, within this week, to Switzerland, and
he is going to take our rewnort with hin.

At the time, he reszd already your renort.

Oh, he was zccuainted with ever; detail of the revort.

de...his ways of showing commnassion to us, I mean

vere a 1ittle ovit defferent from Re=bbi Weissnandel,
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s I....%his I neard only ten year
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but sinmilarily profound. He cried on the spot.'

He cried?

He cried, yes. and...he asied us...h® didn't =2sk us

What should be done,
ony helv. Jhich we said...

he asked us if we need psrsonall}

You yourself°

Us personally. I said: no, we don't need it. that we..
don't need any help. And after six hours we pgrted

e wére not alone with him. There were some Tepre—
sentatives of the Jewish Council with us,too. I think
Kald; and

Hall

it was Mr. Kmasnisnski and a certoin Iir
Morgowich znd myself.

Ancé did you talk about the Poge or not?
We talked....he was intersted zbout the fate of
Catholic vriests in Auschwitz, if we know something
about it. And we knew a2bout it. There were avout
200 Catholic priests murdered in suschwitz, FPolish

?ragtice, wnen

priests. itd we said to nim that =2s a
st gets into the concentration camp, he is

a prie
; r.sl.,
A Q we

treated worse than
explained it to him. Aa¥d I think a good deszl gl of
time was spent sbout the possiblity of how...if there
is any possiblity of helping those priests. I knew

the other ©vrisoners.

the

‘that to be a priest in Auschirit-z was a dezth

sentence. They didn't last long, vecause any sort
of peownle with s»iritual content, who didn't hide
that spiritusl coantent, were the ovjeck of the German

wrath.

Q: Yes, but do you know tnat as a'matter of fact your

report was absolutely passed abroad, and that it

made a lot of noise.
ars after the war, tae

irst time. I imew about the effect of the renort

the first tine,when I could read the snglish cony

of Letlinger cook's %The Finnal solutiont', which I

read in 1957.
the telegrzns,

the CanVV,....
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So, in 1957... o
....bhrough Switzerland, through several channels...
In 1957 was the first time thet I heard about it.
I heard about it =z bit earlier, perheps, but not
directly, but indirectly, something like *51 or
1950, from some people who were going through the
files of the Foreign Ministyy in Gzechoslovakia and
they came across it. But this was a second hand
information.... _ :
Whatl..what I want now is the following, because why
did your renort have such 2 consequence, why it was
such z sensationf Because a2 s a matter of fact;
already at the end of 1942 everythingz was known,
I mean here, in US, in Zngland, in Switzerland -
about the destruction of the Polish Jewdy, about
Treblinka, about Chelmno, zbout the mass-murder,
about the genocide in Poland. They knew everyihing,
and this happens two years later; your escane from
Auschwitz and your rszoert. ilors, it's tHe reason
why I would like that you helxn me to understand, why
was it so important... obviously it was.
well, you see, we mudt ask ourselves one quéstion:
before I was depbrted to Auschwitz,I have made a
very serious attemns not to be deportéd. I escaped
twice, under various conditions, and they got me
finally to that besutifuml wnlace. But if I kmew that
what is known in Anerica and in Switzerland and in
Britain, gnd in.Il..as you say, that's true - if
someone would have givenvme'that information,
obviously, I would have risked a third or....a third
attenpt to escape, and I would hzve used already ‘
violence. Because in my former escanes I didn't use
violence. I couldn't see murder, and I didndt think
that I am entitled to murder, in trying to édave
myself. But if I knew that at the end of the line,
there is murder, well, I wouwlidn¥t have hesitated

to murder the next guasrd. :xd I had a number of
chances for it. Because they were so drastic that

there will be no resistance, thet they didn't take
vrecautions. I would like to tell you that from
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Slovakia, 58,000 Jews were deported in 1942. And
dmring those whole denortation, not one of- those
Jews were killed. In other words: it went smoothly.
vWould it go so smoothly if the information of the
death waiting at the other hondeseed?

Q: "1 right, I understand, but ¥ou don't answer my
auestions, a2t the moment.

A: Tes, what exactly is your question?

Q: My question: what was new in your report.

Az Well;’it's not for me to judge, because I naven't been
on this side in 1942. iihat was perhaps new, that in
the revort we didn't svweak of great maszes of Jews
being nurdered and we d*dn't speak...we didn't use
any sort of ornemental languagel We vroduced a sta-—
tistics about the fate of IX,750,000 peonle, by place
of origin

BOBINZ 282
NY 136

Q: Well, I aék you again, what was new in your report,
because already in 1942 the whole story of the mass
murder in Poland was lmown at the end of 1942. They
knew everything about Trebl _nkd, Chalmmo and the
genocide of the Jewish people in Poland.

A: is I explained to you vefore, I didn't imow at that
time what they know in the west. And it...therefore
I thought that is...everything new in ny report. OFf
course...in our report, in Wetzler and report...n
of course there was a new twist in our renort, because
indtead of descriding in pzssionate words massacres,
we provided statistics, and explained that the ex—
ecutions are...can be znd a2re beins conducted on en
industrial scale....

L

Taiz is 'the mein woint.

b

In other wcrds, that the nroduction of desth in
oe

)

AR
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periectly indusirialized. 4nd the
erial, as 1t wae czlled, thne units - by the

173453
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Hazis - is being withous a hitch continucusly
transported into this factory of death, from all
corners of Zurove. ind 3moothly. And of course I
tried to expizin, not with words, but by implication,
the the »rinciple of the success,that such a machiner;
can orerate, is the secrecy of this machinery. ind
that the ethics behind this machinery sre so foreign
to normal people, thet they do not exvect such a
machinery at the end of the line. ind in my naivite,
or not naivite — verhaus it was Yogic - I expected
the if peorle were given the trubh what. expecting
then... what is exvecting them a2t the end of line,
then — if nothing else ~ then the instiacs of self
preservation will come to its velidity...

All right, the truth was given.

Yes.

-..The two things that you recommended: the first one,
the bombing of the railraods leading to auqchmltz,
and you named even the stations...

Well, yes?

This was never implemented, we know this.

Yes. ‘

Yes. ind the second thing, the warning of the Jews...
Yos. '

--.and do you think the werning was given?

idell, it is obvious to me thzot the warning was not
given, but the trick was being verpetuated on them
continuously. Because from Rozin and Morgowich, who
have seen arrival of the Hungarian transports, we
know that they went to their death as it was usual

in an industrislized Auschwitz, and even it was at -
that time swed up. ind those who were not immediafely
nurdered hut fame into +the concentrztion cemns as

prisoners, 211 af taenm szid thz

ct

they never heard

abvout the existence of auschwitz. However, vefore ther

were denorted to iuschwitz, each of thsm was ziven an

erlo .
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docunents, entitling ther
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giving them the ri.n% to 30 into ihe transnort. and
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uments were issued by tne Jewish Councils.
The same Jewish Councils +to whom I gave the infeormatior

s
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about Asuschwitz....

Yes.

So it was quite clear....

Jhy, why<did this hapnen? why they. were never warned?
Why were they never warned?

«..by the Jewish Councils.

- Now, this .is....

By the Jewish Council of Hungariz. This is . very importan
This is a big problem.

Well, the next thing...

Please, try to talk in a unpassionate way.

: Yes, there is...you se2, it is not hapypening todsyl e

are spegking zbout it pverhaps only in order to get the

answer. And the answer is simple. To get the answer

how come thet millions of wnesnle can e transported to -~
their death a2gainst any instinct of self-preservation. ¥

L41s obvious: they were tricked. ind the trick was - we

know noW how it was parnetrated. liow why the Fewrish coun—

cils did not act, why didn't they inform? Why did rabbi
5122

Weissmandel not inform the...his owm pubils? They went to
their death in ignorance.

Q: Yes, but he was himself devorted to Auschwitz, rabbi

Weissmandel. _
This is not a good arguemelt.

Qr He escaped the train, we ¥mow this. ind this came much

more later. But lets talk about ths Hungarier Jews.

A: Nowi, I think that the case of Hungarian Jews was the samne

like the case of the Slovekiesn Jews, and I would sumnarize
it in the following way. The dgris were well-prepared for

ct

their task,not only in mechanical ways and in their grez
vropensity to murder, but also in an organizstiona al way.
hey decided to carry out that aurder in a way that it
should not uvset the Zuronean nopulation by its inhiman-
ity. So they needeé tc inducs the Jews to 30 vol mtorily

to the %transnarts. For that....

<t I zlready discuss the word tvoluntorily'. Because thay

didn't zo volunterily inito...in the transw»oris.

¢ Well, without much resistence.
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Q:

this is something else. _
iiithout much resistance. Because, if I may sag you
something: Rabbi seissmaidel asked mé....

They were herded in zghettoes before,in Hungaria, for
some weeks.

Rabbi Welssmandel asked me during the discussion what
should be dcne. I think the answer is clear: everyes..
anythinzg could be done. One should shoot instead of
going inko the waggons. ind he answered to me: If I
had two pistoles, I would shoot with two hands. ‘hy
he said it to me, I don't kmow, but he could ses on

my reaction to the whole problam, that I can see that

only sanswer witkh viclence can be 2 help. Buv I must
say that pistols were available &t that time in -
Slovekiz slready, not...it was not difficult %o obtain
them, and it was two months before the Slovak uprising,
and rabbi Weissmzndel had two hznds. He didn't use-them

for shooting. But we agreed that this should be a good

S o ae L A
policy. “nd the only one. Your aquestion is: :why did

the Jewish Council not give the informetion to ths
masses of the peonle?

Bxact. and I am talking specifically abou t Hunzaria.
You sez, the Jewish Council could survive ths Nazi
veriod as long there was en order in the Jewish Com—
munity, 4nd the Jewi ~"...Oraer in the Jewish Community
meant, that transyort lists were drarm un be the
Jewish Sounil =nd those transvyorts weat away in good
time to Auschwitz. If that information would vass
through to the Jewish masses znd nobody would obey
anymore the Jewish council's order to board the trans—
worts waggons, snd a panic would arouse, what need do
the Germans have after that to keep those Jewish
Councils? If a vanic would have arisen,the Gernans
would hewe had to0 start with a srstematic massacre 07
the Jewz on ths spot, which is "mch nore difficult

then an indusitrislized msssacre in .uschwiitz. 3ut for
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They wanted to save their skin?%

in other words, the Jewish councils were a vert of the
trick verpetrated on the Jewish povulation at large,

at the nrice of dealing their own death. Because when-
ever .the population - and this we knew from iuschwitz
where we had seen +ti:e liguidation of many ghettoes -
that whenever a ghetto was finally liquidated,: ~ the
Jewish councils of those ghettoes were licuidated too.
In other words, it was what the Germens....

You mean they were licuidated at the end.

At the end. ®o0, the Jewish councils had to keen the
transnorts rolling, but not too S...fast, so that the /
end is nretty far away and might come later than the
end of the war, in which case they are saved versonally
On the other hand, they couldn't do it too slow, eilther
because the ZFermans would 'say: we don't need you, you
are too slow. S0 it was a sort of =2...0f 2 collaboras

tion. Treason. You see, the “azis decided that the mass

“murder is easier with the hely of treason, and becatse
‘the Jewish councile consisted mz2inly of Zionists, and

bhecause a good deal of the Je¥ish movulation started to
respect them because they suddenly came into nower,
into positions given to them by the Germans, Ty %the...
who recognized them as...as....zn official.....

1% is not true what you sz2y. There were many Jewish
councils who were.not...which were no:t léaded by the
Zionsi s. And I think it is much'more conplicated than
...than you say it. 1 you take the case of Xasztner, .
for instance,....

Yes,

Tts a...I1t's very difficult, Because it is trus thot
in one way the Yewish Jouncila were %tools in the hands

of the H=zqi, and I agree fully with vou. “ut it was e

(¢}

very snecial kind of collatoration., inrhow it was nos
2n ideologi

e
ological collsborztion. .nd they were leadad
year afte i

v year, month after month, it the bezinnins

-

?
they didn't went tais a2t a2ll. I thinZ it's very

¢ifficult tc judge them. ind in the case of Zzszinér,

.
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. Xastzner was negotizting with the Yazi, you know this.
ind in my ovinion - and I don't want to exonerate him -~
but it is because he was negotiziting, that he had his
mouth shut. Se couldn't talk. ‘e could¥3%t talk to the
Jews becauze he was negotiating in one way in order
to save then. _ '

A: Well, what do you mean, whom

BOBINE 283

NY 137

Az Well, Kasztner and the members of the Jewish council
in Hungsria - this is zbsolutely true - lmew every- Y.
thing sbout iuschwitz, and ther knew thenks to you too,
and thanks to your revort. In syite of this they didn*t
warn the Yewish nonulation which had been herded in the
-ghetto before the devortation. 4nd it ic irue that the
Jews boa®ded the trains. 2ut we mow that 4%t the sane
time, ﬁasztner was engzged in an negotiation with
‘Richmann. Je ¥now this. Whet was the aim of his ne-
5ot1atvon? he wanted to;save at least =z part of the
Jew1sh nonulatﬂon. ind he didn't warn them. *y opinion
js,end it's very compliceted, he didn't warn them
precisely because he couldn't t21k. And he couldn't talk
because he was negotiating. Which means that trying to
save at least = nar§ of the Jews, he doomed them. This
is what I think. I would like your answer about this.

A: T thinkd this is completely wrong. This 1s a favorite
explanation to white-wash, white mandel, the whole
affair. During the negotiztions of Kasztner with the
Wazis, the deportation of the Hungarien Jews to en
sindustrialized death went unimpeded, according to the
Nazi plans. Trerefore, for ....those negotiations for
the #zzis was nrobe bly an entertainment, macaore

" pigece of numour. For =asztner it was differen
was en alibi. Necause by sacrificing hundreds of
tnousands of Jaws,who believed nim thet he would warn

them if the death would be imminent, he didn't warn
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fate of one thousend or two thousznd Jews, he wes
interested in keeping the murder m& '
wven at the price of letting one thousend or two

thousand Jews go. So, it was a piece of & mecabre

humour to ggrse with Lagzitner for an exchanse of a

smell communtiy of his ownm choice. aAnd if you will
study who they were, you will find thet they consissed

of two groups or three groups of vpeovple which Aasztner
il

chose: one, which were relatives of the Jewish council,
two, people who had money, especially in foreizgn
accounts, three, people who were prominent in the
Zionist circles, four, veople who were vrominent in
the Jewish religion. Saving these few, and himself.
including, vprovided the small groun of trzitors wilh
2 bit of money; on =2ddition o? their lives, and enabled
the Nazis to feed the deéath naﬁhlne*y in an unimpeded
way during the months when it was wmlanned. They ‘Nazis
- would no% mind that thousznd or two thou send Jews '
‘went safé to Switzerlend, because acco ording to the
Wezi ideology, they will win the war, they re ezlly be-
"lieved that they will win the war. And they said: well,

with those who escane now, wé will cateh up tomorrovw.

But mesnwhile, foom the Ngoie moint of view, meanwhile
ve heve to keep our death ins tzllztions going. 30 1%

didn't maitter....
G: You %hink that the lazi accerted to negotiate only

3,

in order to keep the machinery smoothly going?
A: Of course. iWhat else could they have done. If...if
Kasztner told them: if vou don't agree with what we
from the 1“‘azis, then we will divulge
auschw1tx to the

azk from you,
our information sbout the nzaiure of
masses. And that is...

T HOWe oo

....the Hazis ¥mew of course tret thet 1See..

&
.

b
(X

%: T heve...L have a mors gensral cuestion: what
N

think of ths nere f;ct‘to trf ond negosiszte with the

S
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azi, wvhich hanpenec =S
1: Jell, the last one vho urled to nezotiate with tne

?
Hggzis wes Chamberlain. Thig was in 1939 or 193!

UJ
"
3
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No, no, we are btalking aboui the Jews now.
Well, I mean, it was ri
Por the Jews there remainsd nothing

Th:re was no way out from dying. The cuestion was

-~

m
how fast to die, and with what dignity. 4A.d in order
to make it fast znd shamefulil

, that's what the “azis
needed: The Jdewish council znd the Rebbis.- the bis
ones, the smell ones were gassed. If the Jewicsh
councils znd the big rabbis would have told that
the fate of the peovle at the end of the line is
death — znd they could have told. thenm, As you say,
the information wes available in the west, and as

- we mow, they had connections with the west, they

Cs

a7 + T A — +5 :
conly %the Jewish -'monmulziion in g

could write impassioned le%ters to the west whenever
they wanted,odbvicusly. i ﬁas net diffecult for then
ta transvort oy....

"lright, In Foland in 1942 it weas much nore com-—
élicatea. '

Well, you know....

...and there were ghettoes =znd there were Jewish

councils in eacn ghetto.

()

You see, for instance with the Jewish community -
in Slovskia, where zbout one third were okthodox =
dews. They would do absolutely what an orthodox
rabhi, the top rabbi would say them - Jeissmodel.
They would not obvey the neti....the Jdewish councils
because the Jewish council were Zionists and the
orthodox Jews never liked the Zionists. The very
facte...

Heissmendel was not a2 4icnist.

.Hot at 21l1l. But the Zionist could not influence the

he Zionists...znéd the Jewish

orthodox Jewis. and % a
ol of %xz2 *azis, hzd to induce not

councils, as a2 %o
eneral, but 2len
the orthodox Yawish groun,i: crder w0 e
trains., I the redbi will tell them: dona't enver
the trzins, but die nere} or 'we don't 211
communities to e disrunted, e don't coo—eraie!
well,they wouldn's
“ell, what do rou think of the nesotirtions....
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A: So it was necessayy for the Zionists, in order to carry
r

out their job, to extend their nrotection to = part of

the vrominent orthodoz Jews. In order %0 exterd this
protection it was necessary to nrotedt in cenire of
Bratislava, 120 miles from a working Auschwitz, = comnlet
Yeshiva, with the students and with = wonder rabbi.

G: What do you think of the negotiztions of Yeissmandel
with Wislizeny, with the Nazi. '

A : It's ridiculous.

Q: ...and they started in 1942.

A: dell, ... -

¢ You say it is da

A: Well, what was the basis of those negotiations? If you
negotiate, both sides going to negotziations with sone—
thing to offer. ‘Yhat had Wis

1 Ter to ‘{éissmcngX
novier. HWhat had Jeissmandel &ffered to Jis
re

lizeny? money.
So #islizeny's tend to be intgresied in
nhat money. The money involved were relatively small sums
with which ieissmandel could be....heving at nis disnosal.
So smell, that it was humorous in the eyes of th:e
because millions weze lying on the floor in Auschwitz.
Everybody...every‘prisoner in auschwitz kmew it, ever;
5SS member would know it. So they could get that money
in a much higger amount there. 3S2condly, it wzs notv only
money which mattered, ut oroverty, real estate. 3
devorting the Jews from Slovakiz %o Luschyitz,or from
Hungary to iuschwitz, but especizlly from Slovakisz znd
from other countrles, the real estate was not taken with

was gsold for mne:

peo::.le. Ef Uisli

e

every big Kazi could vbur fhem for menercorn —

%2 ut you !mow that there ore peonle today, Followers
e

of Jeissmsndel, who s&y tnebt tha ks these n
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This is uitterly....

They say this.

Yes, I mean this siatement is absolutely r dvcuTOuh, if
one looks a2t it from the noint of view of what wes
henpening in Auschwitz in the centre of the mechanized
death. They look at it from the smzll #&#ngle as they

see it and it is. presented to them. FPor instance, the
Mazis never evacuated ths whole Jewish population from
a particular country at a certain time, together. They
always took only a small part. ind then in a year later

they &ook another small vart. So that there is not... =

never a resistance of &he whole endangered group of the
population. So we saw in Auschwitz, that after French
transports of Jews came Slovzk transsoris of Jews, and
after Slovek transports of Jews came Polish transnoris
f Jews. ind after Pclish traznsnorts of -Jews came Greek
transyorts of Jews, and after Gresk trzasnoris of Jews
came French Jews again. So what we could see=in Auschwitz
was a2 continuous factory, vut in those iniivual, verti-
cular nzlces it looked as, if there would be lull in
deportation. It was not a lull. The uwa-is had their
limitetions. iuschwitz could tzke only 5000 z day. I mean
progessed 5000 units a day. 50...that was the Hazi
terminology. :ind those religious. neonle which you say
were saved b’ Weissmendel, what hznpened was that while
the Nazi machinery was sweeping around. the..Buroye,and
the “‘azi machinery was not yet finished with the Yews
of ZBurone when the #ar was finisned. The war finished
the “azis.before they finished the Jews, and they think
it was Weissmendel who saved them. It was the Zritish, the
American, the Russian srpies wnich defeated the ngzis.

That's what szved them. “therwise their tiue would hove

come.
211 right, Do yoo doubt the...thz sincerety of teiss—
iandel when he waos dealing with the “‘ezift

e i
pr could he velieve thei he can nzy o f Hazis. I nean
c e

thet tymne of = ratbinical Toll: when
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is clever. -

Willie: stov.

Qe

P25 bien.

BOBINE 284

138

But doyou tzink that Weissmzndel was 2 mad man, a
fool, @ megaloman? hat do you thaink?

I am not a judge, I am only =a witness. I can only say
wnat I know for sure. And I know'for sure what was -
happenlnb in 1942 znd in 1944. If Jeissmandel has done
something wrong, it is not for me to forgive him, Tusg
for his God — if {there is one. I don't know. But if

you ask me gbout the whole situation, in ny orinion

and in my Ffeflection it looked the Tollowing: the

Nazis understood certain. nt¥i (cici€30F ethnical
structures ¢f the peoplelwnlcn they subjugased. They
were DU mno means stupid, they were cruel apd inhumen,
and ruthless, in 2n unpregedented way in hlSuOTy” but
stupid they were not. ind they anslysed certain
characters, not only of the Jewish ethnic communtiy

as a whole in Zurope, but also in its detail which

were caused by historical develonment of that community
in various countries. The Polish Jewish ethnich comm—
unity was different from the Sloveik in small differences
and in many wzys sizmiler, Hungarian was Gifferent, the
German was different, the French was different. It's:
obvious to me that the Nazis in their thoroughness have
studied certain characterisitic stresks of those
communities, and also have studied.the personalities
withinh those communities before they could even think
over a major »nlot, like an industrizlized slaughter of
humzn beings in Auscawitz and im other nlaces. If I do
not acceovnttthis hyvothesis, then I nmust velieve thai
everything was playing into hands of Nazis by chence,
by accident. ind thiz is not likely. There was z maste
vlan »ehind it. Now, as far =as the Jewish ethnic

community, there is...one thing was and is esnscéinlly..
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here we see it,:among the Jewish ethnic community in

America: there adpeared suddenly in this Jewish com-
nunity, which was once 2z carrier of ethics
Judeism, and later in formel Prussianity (?), there
avoear, and I am sorry to ssy so, thefe anpe

~

of degeneration, which are just incredible. For im
when I look at the imerican Jews who constantly »r
on the streefs that the Soviet Jews %ould g0 %o fight
to Palestine, and they don't go there, I mean, I can ¢
not uwnderdtznd thet. Yow, you see...and nobody sees
thet shere is something wrong witk this attitude. This
is only a small exemple. How, if I go back to the
Jewish communities in Furode, let us not forget that
those communities were isolated froi:n the rest of the
world in ghettoes for eenturies, snd the culture is
relztively new, and not each in Those Jewish cormmunitic
is an Einstein or other wonderful Jews of wonderiul
achieve. ment. The Jewish communcity hzs kdpt certain
...certzin.l...certein...standerds standerds, which
from ethical voint of view are difficult to understand
No, but excusé me,...

¥Yeg?

I think we are going too far.

Okay, yes, I agree with you, it*s a philosophical
guestion, but you asked me that.

No, no, I asked you if you counsider thzt Weissmandel
was a fool or a megzslomzn or az stupid men, and I
asked you before...

' wias in a pfecarious gsitustion, in my oninion...

ind I ssked bpefore...

: The prescerious sijsuziion....

e +.if he is with sincerety or not?

I-J-

Yes. e was in a wreccrious situsztion....

Beczuse ne conceived even = so—collied
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4:.T cannot see into his souX, I cen say only one thing

he was in a2 precsrious situation. Becuase while the

o

Zionists were drooms which the zis used for sweering

a

the Jews in the oven in Auschwitz voluntarily, going witk
lesst resistence, he was a ouspet in the hends of the
Zionists. The religious Jews could not contact the Sazis
directly , there was never a direct contact Tetween the
religious Jews,these extreme. ortbodox Jews, ana the
Nazis. The contact from zll the ews to the Yazis was
done through those Jew.,..Judenrats or Judenverrats, or ¢
what efe. jou want to call them. Now, those Judenrats,
or Jewish councils, they because of their Zionist bacl—~
ground, had little influence upon the otthodox Jewry,
nust heve come to the logical conclusion that it would
good from the orthodox Jewry to crezte an aristocracy
which will also get s, deley of murder, and then the
rest of orthodox Jews czn bs induced %0 a wpzssive bozr-
dinz of the trains to %ze slctéb er nouse, jush like
the rest of them. ind so once, an excention was created,
say like rabbi ‘jeissmazndel, with his wife azmnd children
and entourage of students znd a school was ceeat
centre of Bratislava, so that it should aprear that
things are basically right. ind as long thoge Jewis were
. 1 4idn*% conme

Lo

boarding the trains snd rabbi “leissmande
out of the schocl and didn't tell shem: on't go, you

é
are going to your dezth', fine — then he heas served his
1) o ’

purnose.
But you are...you are so severe with these meozle. You

seem to exonerate completely the Nazis.

T do not exoneraste the Nazis at 211. It shouvld be clea
that the Nozis were the murderers. I only tell ycu, thaw

to murder neonle is not so easy. A crazy murderereseo
we hzve sesn who is a crazy murderer, a guy in Texas
goes u» on a universisy sover -nd zhoots Twenty or
fifty meoble , ond then hs is licred by the nolice. e
iz erazy. That's what 2 crazy rerson cz2i do: to MEIL

Fifteen or twenty or fifty neonle, or &od lmowe whot.

Sut to ¥ill millions of neonle on = indusirizl scole
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in a slaughter house, rezsona bWe intelligent, reazsoxn-
ably ncrmel neonle ss you see then on the sireet, -
well, this, no crpazy men can do that, can es...
extinguish the instinc& of self determinsiion given
by nature into those peovle, mzking then....No crazy
man cen do that. And once those Nazis, this inhumen
- visitation upon this eerth, conceived the vlan of
E ’;- N such a mass murder, they understood that such a vlan
v can be carried oui better with the heln of traitors.
Q: I just say that they were a very svecial kind of
trait...they were not traitors in the ordinary sense
of the word. I don't....

Az Well, you see.....

¢: There were some trzhtors, absolutaly...

A: I am not....

&t ...but at the beginning‘these neonle didn't mesn whi
oo . they were at the end. '

l’l)
[BY

I 2m not = rebbi o e tplain differences =znd nusnces

]
¥
13

in shasdes of treasonton.the exrense of your neightour.
I leave this to the big vhiloscrhers. .

Qs Yes, But I $hink that you heve no nuances, in this
respect.

v

I Beg your

b

naraon?
t wyou

I think tha

&

"

have no nuences in this resnect.
A: Then I leave that rroblem to them. It's bigger than

P , : for me...as 3lovak nroverdb szys: Sthzt this is
! _ problem for g horse. He hss a big hesd and can think

about it. (pause) It's tco commlicated vhilosorphiczl

provlem for me, to find out nvances of things.

3

(1]

vihy do you smile so often when you talk about this?
At T am not aware thet I am using thet smile so often.
Put what should I do? 3houvld I cry?

It's 2 ocusstion.

&
L 3]

he

I don't tnink thet crying is helning any body. Zut of

course when you tell me,yeais aiter the event, that
there are some neonle living in a civilized vworld, wné
U

claiming that they zre living beca



REPRODUCED FROM THE HOLDINGS OF THE U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM ARCHIVES

Vrba Bob. 284-5 - 101

seved them with his negotiztions, well, I can only smile.
g: I didn't say this. I just asked....
Ai Por instance, I az givin @ you...
And you smiled a lot of times, not only'talking about
rabbi Weissmandel.
A: I look zlso nicer when I smile.
Q: I am not sure.

A: I hovpe.

(vlan de coup on Vrka)

BOBINE 285
¥UET vplans de cour on Vrba.



