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WORLD WAR TWO - DEATH CAMPS
Dr Rudolf Vrba.

Slate 1076 take 1

to
Q: I'd like you to go back to the beginning/when you first

was discriminated against and if you could tell me of the first discrimination
that was made against you and which was at school I think but to explain to us
what that discrimination was the way you reacted to it and try to explain how

you reacted when they started to remove the young - what you thought the

significance of tht was.

As Well in the first I think it is a question of how we
definefliscrimination, for instance if you are living in London you have got here

a lot of people who feel discriminated, if somebody calls them a yid or sontething
like that you know, or somebody doesn't let them into a certain golf club, not

to speak about .... there are a certain number of Jewish clubs and nobody is let

in who is not Jewish but they don't consider this discrimination. So 1 would say
that anything on a social level this is a frame, exisiting tole cannot be considered
as discrimination it is very difficult therefore for me to tell you the exact part
of discrimination. I would say that everybody is inclined to a certain amount of
discrimination as it is perfectly human to discriminate, we know very well tha; the
Scots have got a certain «...... English the English have got certain ceseees

the .... have got certain .... to Irish and the Irish have got ..... to everybody
but this is not discrimination I think that everybody's entitled to like or have dis-
likes it means nothing but if on the basis of the likes or dislikes scmebody's
e#luded from the school and not on the basis of the achievement of the school,

this is discrimination. If it is done for reasons of racex Or «..esses class

Q: So what happened to you, I mean what did they do
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. ITis not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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A: Well I think the first was the introduction of the - the first

was introduction of Nuremburg laws which in the first act of discrimination was my
exdusion from the so called .... which would be in English terms called High School
but it was something different on the continent it meant an automatic ... who finishe:
at school to (not clear) and then there came on the basis of the Nurembur;
laws it was defined suddenkxly that somebody who is Jewish or not and it did nct
depend on wh?t he professes to be but he was so to say by law defied without him

is really or .without his approval, or without his consent or whatever he was defined
as a Jew, on the basis of what were his éarents sese because I think that to say that
it was racial would be rather a nonsense because I can't see a common racial feature
of Jews of Europe, the French Jews are so similar to the French and the English Jews
well a Jew who is a shiek in cees is‘certainly different than Lord Rothschild from
Cambridge, understand me, both by appearance by habits by culture and tackground I
think that Jews as such actually do not exist it would be very difficult to define

then antropologically

Q: So there came a day when they said

A They called me they say they defined me as a Jew”andvthey say

- which didn't bother me very much because as long as they can find a definition

at that time anybody a definition of this time everybody's private affair what sort
of definition ...... from. But there was a definition published and there then

was published a definition.a law of this definition that anybody who is in the
frame of the definition is forbidden to go to school beyond elemeﬁtary level,

this means that my schooling can be finished at the age of 14 I am-given a paper

in which it was said that they can't attend the next year of schébL eseses this

was discrimination., This happened in 1939,.=

Qs Where was that

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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A: This was in ...... which was exact time the capital of Slovikia
which was so called Slovakia well at that time in "9 Slovakia was a so called
independent state, after dismantling of Czechoslovakia that was afmter Munich and

I don't think I need to repeat history that is very well known but er first
Chamberlain's government has given-the defence of Czechoslovakia to the Germans
which was (not clear) Then Boheima was occupied, Prague was occupied and from
-Slovakia it'w;s;made a sort of a state which was moreorless called independent
Slovakia. Slovak state you see, it was made in the name of the eee... but it was
understood that the Slovaks are grateful for the freedom to the great German nation

which freed them from the Czech dominance and therefore they are accepting the

Nuremburg laws

Qs But you felt I mean you as a kid of what 14 15 faumdxymud felt

yourself to be a Czech rather than a Jew

As A Slovak
Q: A 8lovak,
A Yes I was from Slovakia see the difference between Slovaks and

Czechs is the same as Scottish and English, even bigger because the Scots do not
speak Celtic, whereas Slovaks speak their own language, it's very similar to Czech
language but they are two gepkrkrkyx distinctly different Slavmonic languages the
difference is %ike with Ukranium and Russian. So I considered myself a Slovak
naturally by nationality and indeed by state nationality it was Czechoslovak which
was under the old Czechoslovakian law before the Second World War you had the right,
you had beenh a citizen of Czechoslovakia of Czech nationality of Slovak nationality

Or you had the right to say you were of Czechoslovak nationality. You could also
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minorities.
Q How many - how did you go about ...
A | My nationality was, my nationality was officially Czechoslovak

that how I felt as Czechoslovak nationality

P

%

Qs But how many of your friends in the place where you lived thought

of themselves as Jews

A Well er quite a c;nsiderable percentage you see in the town of
seese there are about 100,000 citizens out of which were about 50,000 jews. I
would say that out of this aéproximately one third it was more educated part of
the Jewish population this means the people who didn't = eeee..... to schools but
they visited schools where which are not .... but belong to the state. Religion
was not - was optional anybody in our school according to Czechoslovak law could
opt voluntarily or the parents coula opt voluntarily if they wanted religious
tution whould be included in the education and if so which religion, and then we
had in our school, in my class there were about 50 pupils of age of 15 and I think
that about just over - there were five groups, there was one group which requested
tuition in catholic religion,.er tuition so called evanglic religion which was
Luther religion prostestant called here then there was a group which requested
tuition in Jewish religion and then there was a group which requésted no tuition
in any religion, I belonged to that group.

Q: Can I jump on to the point at which they started «o...

As ' Pardon

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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deport the young men.
A: Well this hamswhx happened only three years later after I had

.
4

been excluded from the school and this was rather a longlish process because from
the exélusion of school, from the school until the deportation this takes three
years, That's the first deportations which were followed by a slow sequence of
discriminatory laws, for instance first came a law which defiﬁed the Jews as such
and said thef're different from other people, this was based on the well known
Nuremburg law and ... racial basis which is a biological nonsense it is based on
some mystical beliefs you know‘which is a bidogist,knax® no modern biologist would
accept you see it was a biology not éf Darwin but of ¢eseeseses. Now after this
definiztion has been made and was given an adage that the Jew cannot visit schools
because of this racial inferiority, then came slowly other. adages for instance then
came an adgage that a Jew can travel onlywég?.?.pgggétone place to another. QOkay
they ask for permits wﬁich were issued, you had to give a reason why you whkx want
to go ffom one town to another, then came a law which said well they can travel but

only in certain wagons of the train so that the population at large is not contaminate

by or offended by the presence of the Jews because it might offend the public.,

cut-oo--ooo...

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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discrimination is concerned
As Now as far as/I would like to
As As far as discrimination is concerned I would like to tell you

one thing which is very important in understanding what was supposed to happen next,
The discrimination was not uniform but there were already from the very start
introduced for a population which by law was defined as Jewish, different degrees
of discrimination for various jews. This was a very important part of the whole
process of introducing the discrimination famkx. The next step of discrimination

-

was that Jews couldn't live on certain streets
Q: (not clear)

As There was a law that a Jew cannot travel from one place to

another, but they said that

Q: " Can you repmt that we had a lorry going past...e.

Can you gplain what you mean about different levels of Jewish

As Jews in principle shouldn't travel gﬁ&gﬁ%eit cffgnds.the none
Jewish public by mixing with them in a train. So therefore they,should tr;ui only
when it is absolutely necessary and they should ask for a permit and they can travel
in a particular wagon. However there are certain Jews who are vefy necessary for
whom travel is very hecessary in a part of the function of society because they are
not deprived of their function in the society it is only made certain measures to

Protect the society from the

Q:

As h For instance it was immediately said the Jews who are lawyers

Or doctors of medicine or connected with production of ..... agriculture especiallyi
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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should get a permanent travel permit and don't need a ....this means they could travecl
quité freely, so you had almady immeidately the introduction of discrimination two
gtoups of Jews of those who were discriminated and those who were discriminated

ormal because they had a paper which said that they exempt from discrimination

so there was immediately a division and was natural that the most influential part

of the Jews those who had influence on basis of their social status were officially
discriminated but not practically and were more ammsmmrk amiable to approve/%gis
discrimiﬁtibi. In other words ....., something for them and there was already the

eess thrown in. Now this was a very important process because this procees was

continuously so to say émplified, this process of division between the Jews.
Q: What YOU're saying eoss0ss e

As That's right this was the first thing, second thing was that
the Jews should not be allowed to enter and office of the catholic Slovak state
don't forget in élovakia it was catholic in other countries not but in Siovakia
the presiden£ the new president was a catholic miniSter seeeeesees.. and so as
the population on the whole was catholichAnd Christian so if they had any doubt
something is right or wrong the population was because it was catholic wouldn't
doubt if something was right if ....... says so as long as it is known that the
Pope does not condemn in public ¥HEX «.ss... On the contarary receives his eeees
*tteerecscses 50 the population which was catholic said well the catholic priest
who is approved of the Bope can't be wrong. The pbpulation who was not catholic
said well you know those catholics they are , you know they, but however you know
this is - they were a minority the proxtestants so they er more critical of the
WEOIe thing,'now the division the next thing came that Jews are not allowed to
live on the main streets because the main streets you know they are too much on
the eye of the population and they had to vacate the flats on the better streets
for flats in ¢ees sStreets, but it was still said that they can live where they

wantT%§&%ﬁ£ﬂﬁﬂn%ﬁﬁ&@ﬁﬂsﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ&ﬁjﬂsn&h&sﬂmwe&tﬁ&,ﬁmﬂﬂm%@¥b6¥CFT%%Hb@ﬁdB@e£@¥u@%&eets
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in which er er became available to people who were ﬁ%%ﬂgketo collaborate in the
pew regime. Then came an adage which said that a Jew cannot be trusted as far

as his honour is concerned as for running a business and therefore the business
should have an &k «... adviser who will so to say watch out his honesty is beng
kept in other words each Jewish shop has got an madviser who had an access to the
till and everybody knew that the advisers job is %k to take a cut from the till.
So there again was a certain agreement because certain Jewish shops were just closed
and the bettér shops considered to be too important to be closed and advisers

have picking; there, so there again between the business people there is a dwvision
of those who are important and those who are unimportant and those who are more
important and they didn't have to clese their shop but just get an ..... adviser

whom they knew how to treat in other words they knew that he can't advise a chap

who doesn't know the shop, got a custom to give him his card and so
,8 O@“

oY G

Q: - Yeah I mean one wants to ask immediately the moment people

start to hit yout money then you start to see a common interest why no resistance

A Well because some people have made ¢+.s.. Who were in bigger
business continue to make a very good money it was wartime and boom kemmuxyM
economically you know every war brings a certain economic boom you have to sell
buttons to soldiers and you have to sell shoes to soldiers and you there is

a trade in leather, there is a trade in in rags and there is a trade in things

like that you see, well the small greengrocer is not important so the small greengroce

was said well the shop is closed, or but the big fellow you know, the big businessman

they said well this shop is very important for leather and so on it is economically
important part of this economic system the Jew knows how to run the shop but ke
canit perfectly well trust him so he gets an .... adviser who usually was a member
of the facist party and very rarely knew anything about the running of the business.
It was obvious that the member of the facist party is being paid from Jewish funds.

AndTjS'@ﬁ verba 'rritranscript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
enables the richer Jewish businessman to carry on in business by giving
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who usually before that did have nothing or was just a member of the ..... and

in the very frequent cases (not clear) or to go into coffee houses
which he could not afford or to move in social circles that he did not have access
and suddenly had enough money for for throwing parties, drinks for his friends
and he wore a uniform and he was very important protecting the nation from the
Jewish racket and naturally the Jewish businessman was making suzk businesw just
as usual he m just knew that-the'.... adviser got his cut and er of course the
smaller busiéessman was not so important I don't know if you have seen the shop
on the high street the famous film it was very nicely shown this whole process,
The class distinctions were of énormous importance so you had finally a% as the
time went on you had groups m who were excluded from school at the sametime your
Jewish doctors were excluded from any discrimination because they were needed,

you see Slovakia didn't have so many doctors to dispense with three or four hundred

Jewish doctors who were in business, I mean for reasons ce.ce.

cut....‘..

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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Q: Let's move on to the point wexmimzedxmukx at which EYRXEX

they started the deportations

As Well before tlt came to be accomplished they created two tings,
first things theyiaixnimzx introduced a marking of the Jews on the street, they
said the population should be warned in advance anybody who has been defined as

a Jew has to wear a Jewish star which has to be yellow and it was perfectly well
defined how l;rge it should be it was about six inches diameter, it was the David's
star which had to be and it was again _defined the minimum amount of stitches on

any clothes, so that this already created er er breach between the Jewish population
and that part of population which was not very enthusiastic about the whole thing
because if somebody was seen talking éo a person with such a star he was suspect

of anti state activities xhxgxmmanx perhaps he's plotting with the Jews. So in

order to avoid er the population at large in order to avoid their a....

CUtuevees

1078 take 2

A; The star was very important because those who took the whole
Jewish discrimination as a joke from the population in general suddenly when they
were visiting, speaking to a Jew on the street were subject to doubts from the
facists organisations to be exposed as perhaps .e... ;Tews perhaps people who are
not aware of their national indemnity who mix with them and so on so that a certain
division between the Jews and the non Jewish population had been created because
It vas risky to speak with a Jew on the street, because somebody could label as a
Plotter against the regime with the Jews about who's plotting against regime of

th
€ new era free of Bolshe¥ism and Anglo American Jewish esessee and Jewish eeo..

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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that here they might be involved.in this plot and this was a dangerous thing, so

the population started to keep out and keep off from the Jews who were so marked

and labelled at the sametime the government introduced/:mall Jewish star which was
only one inch in diameter for those Jews who were so to say very important and this
gabe sign to the facists, street gangs not to touch a Jewish doctor or a Jewish
economist or a Jewish grand businessman and then it was said that the Jews have no
right to offend by their presence admimistration, er any office er hospitais, schools,
police whatever it is public administration ..... and although they ....... and

they should do that through their own councils, so Jewish councils have been created

and they were naturally very important they could ..... freely and wear very small

stars and wear a .....papers which practically protected them from any sort of

discrimination. Not to speak about the fact that any rich Jew would .... for the favo:

by either inviting them to lavish parties because money was still around or by

attempting 0 +.eceeeseess I haven't seen actually how the money changed hands.

Q: Let's go back to what then happened to you when you realised

people started to be taken away and that was presumably the next thing

Az Well not yet because first it was necessary, how could the
Germans know who is a Jew and who is not a Jew. It only Jews who know who is a
Jew and who's not a Jew so the Jewish council was given the job to for administrative

Purposes to make a list of Jews
Q: And you had to go and register yourself

As - And it was said that whoever Jew does not register will be
Committing a crime, so I had to register myself and take out so called Jewish papers
which were eyececesee by the Jewish council. And this means that the Jewish council

has the least of all Jews, then came an order that the Jewish council should make

a isJga verbatim transcript of spoken word. It js not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or'accuracy.
Ust'oE PTOPer ee¢e¢esses. and then came the order that the Jewish council should make
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a lisﬁ of the Jews who are very important for economical reasomns, for the country,
this ﬁeans they can choose either those who are really very important or those

WhO eseeseeeseby the Jewish council who had the money for it. And then it was said
that the nation is fighting against Judo British Bureaucratism and Jdo eeeee

and the Jews are not being ..... into the army and this is no justice wkm so perhaps
it would be good if the Jews would do something useful just as well why should they
take advantages mortified for saving the civilisation of Europe against these two
big enemies o; east and west, the threat of Jewish «s.s.. in the east and the threat
of Jewish ¢....in the west. Bureaurocracy in the west, So they should do something
as well you see they can't be trusted with arms but perhaps they could ¥§§§ and if
they can't fight perhaps they can help to bulld ....... of the civilisation which
after all they are discriminated but it is alsoi:heir own interests, so perhaps it
would be good if mx those Jews say in the age of 16 and 30 who could actually serve
in the .... of civilisation against those uncivilised enemies in the east and the
west er they can't be trusted with guns but they can be trusted perhaps by some
useful §§£§ and they are anyway an element where war is work er they should be also
educated to work and they should be say sent to places where they would be given

the opportunity to prove themselves as worthy of enjoying civilisation and the
blessings of the civilisation by contributing these manual war and not with those
Jewish drinks. And the Jewish council was given akk order to make the list of
those young Jews who are between the age of 16 and 30 and who are not absolutely
necessary to be kept in Slovakia for economical réasons, who will be sent whmkz to
suitable places in Poland probably where they could contribute by the war in a

Exxak creative manner and bat has has been drawn by the Jewish councils and handed
over and various peoples have been called up in a manner similar to be called up

fo} duties army, this means that letters have bz2en issued saying you should swa=z
coine on such and sﬁch day and such and such hour to such and such place you can

take with you 25 kilo you're not saupposed to take any gold or something like that
because gold has to be given away to the state it is gold which has been acquired

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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say where it was distributed to those who s+...... this means the local facists leader:

And they should do sq¥oluntarily and as longhs they do so voluntarily naturally the

Slovak state will take protection of their families and protection from Some e......

this means that the mothers or grandmothers or people like that will be given

protection for their work which they aredoing for the nation outside in Poland and

er
Q: r But you saw through that
A Well it was clear to me that if they can take me away they can

tomorrow in other words if they can deport me, this was connected with a law which
said they are loeing citizenship, this means er the law of loss of citizenship was
issued which also looks very you know, it is only an administrative ﬁeaaure but
loss of citizenship means that somebody can be deportedanytime and the law of

loss of citizenship has been issued for Jews in general so they are not citizens=

anymore but just.foreigners in the soéiety on basis of Christian humanity.
Q: What made you see through that, what worried you dout that .....

At Well it sounds very plausible but er I didn't have any illusions

about the intentions of the Nazis.

CUt.'..........

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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duot I waut you to tall me alsut  Ls tue

calisation .......15 to 20 year olds......

A: Well here with the realf:zation it was a very
difficult thing, because here comes the idea searererseeesinto it, 1

This playved er..verv lmportant role .......s..movenent of ~urone

s

played a very important vole in the mass extermination of the Jews.

r 4
* Indeed I Delieve sevevesen it would Lave beoen a nuch wore ;
diifflcult task. It vorisnaprovinately the fall oving war. The
Jews of Czechoslovakia, this Czeclhioslovakia being a libaral frec
‘ i
to Israel or te Pzllestinz and found aur state, malkz a foundatien oy
L
|
our State, sz that 1t sreserve ths aeritage and cultural hiriia e L
. . . . |
seseceressesssasaasstiat’s noopla vho ars vzyy fvnny for the maszs of
the Jews in Zurope, because a Geraan Jeor sald elly, My veveeesYon, ;-
Jew Jew |-
was a goml Gertan poet and Guvees.as axgnud Gorian poet and en,.. ‘
ve have jot good German school and e spzak at home Cerman and oot
Hebral. 4nd those people who zre telling us that we are not relon in-
Lo Burope or so “re are living here for thousands of years or socthilng
. like thet, they've just out of tielr .uinds., Thea cauz the Nuresiuo:
taw which 435 2 187, If tiieeeneonsanaeesseihich says that Jeows Jo oot

belong to Zurope bLut to Pallestine. And Jeiss Hein

in lurope, I mean the wass, you had the extreses of both sidzs, but ;

Li:e mass was uiddle class, they sally rcaliszed that LhCeeesese

ENREAN A UMD

i
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A: cont seeit may appear .....so they couldn't be so
stupid. ..All.the.biz lawyers of Cermany say that Jews basically
belong to Pallestine and the .......amdxtkex8yxxx  are always saying
that the Jews belong to Pallestone than it would be foolish of us

to keep the S.cec.se.in despise after history has shown that they are
right., So on one platform the Nazism and S....es..had something

in common, they both preached, the Jews don't belonz to Europe but

to Pallestine, and therefore Nazis said they are reasonable Jews

they understand.and they made the Jewish counsels frow S......

\
\

who suddenly acquirediperfect ability between Jewish masses, because
what they were preaching became a law. In other words what is law
iSeeessessesoin other words one has to do what they say, and naturally

Germans said, you not trust us, but they will

4]

-~ o =1 P -
€e Lne Jevs nas

u

th
trust you sesseessesbecause they have seen that they havo alwvays

told naturally the truth...that you k% belon:z to Palleétine, that
you are a foreign element here . So because you afp_éuch reasonahla
people who understand the Issue who understand that you are mnot

Zuropeans, you'rs not Czechs, Germans, French, but that you are Jevs-

1

you shall have their Jewlsh counsels, and the Jew said ves that's ri-h..

they're clever people if you would have only listened to thew, the

history gave them Ressees.2nd so the Jewish Counsels were preferably

selected fromecsicesesseesesand because til€ussesessessbecaie respectabl.

many Jews who were respectable anyway became......sss0 they forned
Jewish Counsels from seeseee..45 but respectable members of society.
Top lawyers, top business people, top economists,_ééd that was the
Jeﬁish;counsel. Now they had to administer the afiirs of the Jewish

’ that
population, and the Jewish population has been explained ?%hey were

always their friends, they were always caring for their future,

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the prlmari(‘source and it has npt been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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A cont +« In other words the Jewish population was

inclined to see and hear the Facists that created so.uietiirg perfectly

reasonable and they thought that it would Lz reasonsable to hecd

advice of the..sesssoJeuish Counsels which of course was the reasonallc

seeeccattitudes that were promised by the Gerians or by the .legcal

Facist guxxxmemics overment to be protected frow aty discrimination
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because they are necded

stering of the Jewish affairs. 3o
) deputation deputation
tnere was given thz list of A e oo LOL 2 voluniar

Jjoining of the....evv.o.in the Cast. The 1ivinc........were not
included, and their sons who were of militarw a

because this would upset their fani

[
—
e
—
-
N
4]
oy
e
[}
—
=
pae
w
wn
O
feae
LS
s
o]
(4
T
98]
¥3
cr
B
o]
[

successiule..o o far gliz manasenent of the Jewish affairs in senarol
v genzral,
so you hal here alrcady evveenneenee in force bty .oney of big
. - =2

Jewlsn businesszan wio would be prepared to 50 alonz with a dis-

O

crinination against the wmasses of the Jewish populaticn because ware

to the.,..

NEither seseessesseresesand in other words dié not vzliong

LiVL310T,

7]
cr
N
4
[
(9]
or

so there was already wade 2

TCO FAINT..

.
e

D

2 TGO FAINT...
L0 Telove
‘ s ) .
what I want to ask you then is wu...vhen they started fevesoes.tle

N ~ - 1Nt H ~ 3 » : : .
soung tien they cidn’t.....it sLill sounds plausible wiat vas it th.a:

aroused your sugpicien alout the...

A Hell the first tiwe I ask wysell who are those
ol

scientlists who are convincing e that I'm/d 3;03;~o:ta:, I have Laicn

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It-is not the primary source; @nd it has not been checked for spell{gg,gﬁgccuracy.

speakiug wy Slovalk language frow/birti, and I have veetiqin in slav.kia

o s e s ¢
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INTE.VIEW WITH ol J.UDCLF VAlA  cont..

A: cont eecducated as a Czeclioslaviatiesnseesss.,
child, so I didn't trust.... and in spite of the fact that the iazis

1

oS .
caie theu the .......after the Nuremburs 188e. I ccnsidered thas

plain facists, and I considersd then from the very start as
dispicable creatures who cdeal with the facists and take profit out *
of it in order to be exempted from discrimination .....

-

against the other. 3o I diin't trust the Nazis anylerve or any less
tian to the Jewrish ... ..Counsels and «eo.othey realised that tle

seeeseas the Hazils are approminmately idsntical encmies of wire,

Who have got beth one thing in couwiion, to set ae ouz from lLome

with 25 kilos toessseseaplace 2ud te leoave ay other completelr

defenceless, .......B2c7use T coulda't see any reascn winy they can't

~ v - -~ ' ~ et N ~ch T oL '- v Yr
lose =y temper, I can <o souathing abou: it which soilu mane the
Lore
-~ - IRl - R ~ 1. - e F P — . = LA | P
Lulnys mag liilZicult and T knaw that the others he dlin't see .

way would do the

..........--.-.....abl.lt .........Said LCOI\ :_h\_‘ g ;:_; l3d
us to protect your famllics as long asycu don't .ake any troublcs
and do your duty, so thc pepulation and mass bolleve teeenas

£ca
conditions wve have to alant oursslves y and/we dan't d=zal with the
cecerneresaees (TAZING THIZTHLY)
You see the crucial pdint was oardiing the tra'n aad this

7788 a special ciiiesscans

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and ﬁ\h\as %beer/c@:keé/for spelling or accuracy.
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INTZOVIRT U10H D2, RUDCLE VoA ’
/ CJ S
Tell ¢! ;- :

‘ell there coues a tine when if was agra222 that erx

th :
-7 young people the cors of rasistance is dwavs 16 to

(s

b
i

30 everv sol

({32

v thay are the best material! for £izhting

usiag thes Toh s e s )
sing tuelr right hands you see T don't say that the leadaer

should © £ ot = 1 know his i :
4 ce ol tnat aze you know hut this is the best aze foz

w

we ko that. Tt is onz of t-o prianciples nowv this cor
2as been elininatad and it was pPretty clear to mea that the
core of potential resistance eeoessesseness0d 2r I was

12 fact that er the ....0...vho
pretended to Y2 the pretectors ol the Jews the firgt thin:

which they a

of resistance 7m0 co:12 in the last resort 2Totect the families
- (R BURY R L Lcuanzs 25,
T4 e If o npa
-1is iorce If necessary, However, as the: exnla’'ned it
programnes would be organised if order woulda't D2 orldn'e
h -~ W -t - - ltaa

Y e 1. = v s .
e o>xserved and er so when T ‘didn't ohey that order er the
J 1. -:_nh . H she .- 2 .
ewisa counc’ls which were now callad Jewish Zouncils and

had a..........core er would unterialks everythin~ i1 orde-

to trete’ ~a Aa- 777 T ol
strete 2 20771 wihrich 1eans that T couldn't “rust tham

as far if I wanted t -s¢ 12 i 3
iv I wanted to e-scane tha deportation to 3 orzanisation
nt T had - :
ant I Zal to turn to sueh orzanisatlions whiceh
definitely had got notaing to do with the -iddle class

€3 or with the Nazis like for instancs

+~

pm—

sves0s0sesC ¥C

T to make contact with this
A3

nart of T ‘ a1l Aty e ta Tl e : H

Part or population -fiech -ias celinitelv/anti-Yazi social

Corvnunists and er T triar

(J

ceﬂgcrats an’ 32 90 eu hngee gt ie otler orls I thiak:
nni e o 3 '
1its ~walich vere ne the- ZA8C . SL NOTweerweseabut pitlior

Conrmunist wr : i
Tunist or loral to the Czedoslovak sovernaent ang their

i

lavs., 3But this vas made d FF

lcult Ly the nrn cir Feua <
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and if has not been checEe(?for spelfing of gctarécy
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SLATZ 1020 TAKE

INTERVIZ JJITH SR. QUDOLF V2BA

A: (CONTD.) er like for instance that the Jewish
councils mean hi: rided the Zerman authorities
with my photoaranh writh my description etec, etc. and

finally I landed up where cthers landad up “n thz same

train except that er I hgd been a hit damaced on the face

[p]
[ N
S}

and other parts of the body until thev zet me ther
and er that was all so in othzr words we were put iato a

sOrt 0 ss....transit camp and hecaus:z in the transit ca=ns

there was again quite er strong force of young pecple or

into parts and one part was promised that they will work on
the spot and stay in Slovakia whareas the other par: zocs
into the unknoum destination and because I have bzen of
course a naughty Sov who tried to avoid his duty azainst
both tha stete and the Zionist mation and and the Jewish
nation anl by my lack of discipline instead of obeyin- er
doing wihiat others do I tried to cross the horder touwaris
Hungary into Yuloslavia and er really becane ashamed of tge
Jer's by my lack of discisline and unde rStaﬁ”“: <1ell of
course T haven't been sclected for the HetleT eeveee..

in Slovakia but it vas Jaci

0

me if T 50 to the place -*hare discipline =r1ill be tansht to

me and because It was known that I'm a bit lacking c¢isciplinaz

N : v v . - 4 s
so tae train was one day dratm up to er to this trarsit camp

and er T could sce that ey mean;h ot 3 1 Lan vac
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the prrmary s%urce 1a;id'lt has ho S ‘é(‘:l?eg fd?é&elliﬂé’&%e&?lacy.
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INTZRVIE WITH DR, RULCLT VRBA

A: (CONTD) due to ny avoidance of the law 3 months past
and T wasn't deported with the youns pzople because they had
to hunt me mux up and down the countr; and by that time the

younz people are all gone and I saw that I am boardingz a

train with thousands of women, children and old people .

“hezn there was nacessary only 2 or 3 guavds for such a train

ldren

=

because old neople watched the children and the ch

watched their pnarents and the whole Sunch kept togethe

[

you know just in .......0n2 IZrom another , So there was

not much trouble with telling them to go on the train becauss
they you know and er so the oanly things they had to do was

to put two soldiers with machine with tomny guns by me and

I shouldn't do some special trouble on this occasxzion

wras boarded ou know i

cr
~
n
ot
3

anl in quiet ani peace the Y
it was a bit slow here and there somebody got hit in front
of the children so evarvbody tried to be disciplined becaus=
it upsets the children this lack of disciplins and I'd be
standing between two zuys with tommy zuas who said ".lell
mate you sez the thing is so that il you move you are

a dead duck so you better do it and we are zoling to travel

with you and we won't wove from vour seat ouze yard and er

z

we do hope that we will not have to use .,...273s5 in cas

{

yvou would try to stir up thes peaceiul population who uaderstani

’ : 2
AN
A

disciplina’™  ell so I kept discipline anl travalled J ¢
' R &

- e

Fo)

Vo what was that journey like

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SLATZ 1030 TAKT 1 KD-J A]L ;

INTEIVIZG WITH TR, TUDCLT V2BA

A Well vou see er what surprisad me first was that

they started to board the train you sez and then thay
boarded more people into the wagzron and then they boarded - i

« again more people into the wazgon and again more peonle into

(Sl

the wazgon until thz waggon was sort of say bunted up with F BN
people children, packages, parcels,.men, wonen and childrea Li

those two chaps didn't want to b2 incenveniencad with those

toumy guas either you know and er oa the whole it was er

-
v
r
tle
o
.
P
13
w
[
17
o
[$]
Iy
e
t4
w
T
[¢]
|~
o]
[%]
1]
o]
)
]

so er than there wa2re mo not wvery much sapitation enailtigng
& e . —~~ s . i
and on the wzy thz train picked up stlll some peopls you lmow

which on various statlons you kuow and thza 6l ladiasz vere

jor 2l
[e]
he sl
7]
cr
(0]
[N
be
=}
ct
O
ct
w7
G
o
(O]
g2
[o]
o}
(0]
r
H
3}
(D
@
]
/
]
<
(8]
i
(a5
| 4o
Gt
]
}e

you kaow thosa wiite you know Zlizabethan typs lady she was
about 50 and they had to hoist her into the train and she
was very smharrasszd Lecause there was only one bucliet lor

everruody and you knor tlose phrsiolosical thiass Joa't

[ S p Pl Jey ew S
ware very T think the old laly -ras very oiharrassed beocause

cf that you seo2 because shz was not accustonas to this sort of

thirg but she took it with rather dixnity anl] the train rolleld

o0 ani It reachad the Slovak% bYorder under a ~uvard ovak
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word It is not the primary source, and it has not been ¢hecked for spe?llng or accuracy.

fascists vhich ware in black uniform and this was in

® ¢ &0 0 ¢ 009
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SLATZ 1030 TAKE D

INTZRVICZY WITH DR, RUDOLT VRBA (CONTD.)

A:  (Chntd) border between 3lovakia and Poland,

And then the Slovak gaovexmmni svards went do:m and I saw
detachments of S35 ., And they boarded the train and the

++ Slovak guards went back, ell that's it, that was

approximately the train journer

Q: However, later on vhen vou went on from that
then am I not right in thinking that you were trying to work
out where they were zoing so they didn't really know by this

time and peopls started to compare latters that the;'d had

from relatives

A

A: Yell you see, many had already

you sea and they lave zot lettasrs which were I may use a

simplification written on zua point from deported peo;

to the pcople who have not yet 5eczn depovrted ia which they
were informing them that the govarmmeant have %opt their
T i

(]

promise and so cm and becausz er much of thz woun- paspla
has already been deported the older people had heen proaisead
to be sort of sayr in tha na-a of Christla=it to "e ==iffa?
with their families . It was very funny you sze “ecause
sometimes ii T may call it fuany I don't know it was a

of
tcuch of Zerman/Nazi humour I a not anti Gersan T a- just

not a Mazi er a touch of Yazi hunour er that for instance many

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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INTERVIZY JITH D7, RUDCOLT yRBA (CONTD.)
Az in the gas chanbers was transported thousands

of people from Bohemia and when thev were gassed in pocket
+*+ of each of them was a tickest in which the German authorities
proiisad them that on their arrival evervthing will be done
that they should join the members cf thelr fanily, +hich
vere gassed in the same sas chazbars a year azo. So that

the promise was k2pt . [lellthave was a sor: ofapprelhiension

cur

R

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SLATZ 1051 TAKT 1 4 30

INTZRVISYW JITH DR, QUDOLT vnBaA (CONTD, )

A: Now the train was a very important part of the

whole procedure because the Zirst hour it was onlv
o

or the first six hours or the first 12 hours it was er

~
.
I RN

L] ]
that there was a discussion 7oing on where e are actuallv

’d
f—
D

oirg and what for and how will it be and er ver— :anv
were worried ahout various thinzs lilie for instance it was
forbidden to have gold on punishment to smuzsle out zold,

Now somebody cam: to me aad er started to a

n
3
0
Q0
s
e
443
ct

11

t sz2ems that I'm a bit move a2inariensced vhat

(¥

voice v«

(J

he shouild do with his jolden ring which he rmanazed to
smugzle through. Another one said asked me what to do with

20 cigarettes which he smugzles throuzh vecausc it -

(3
b
Y]
(7]
3
Q
“r
I
Q
at
|93
-
[a N
jaN
i
[
T
r
=
h)
[
[}
(o]
cr
(o]
&)
o
I}
L
[{]
3
[e]
[
—
It
cr
cr
w
r
[

[

Al T Ape? Trmoyre § e -« REE R e
anc I don't know if this is not the 2ritish lav it is not

t
3
e
cr
or
g
e

gold it Is not cizarettes but it was not oarticular Dc

&

you see . Yow this weant oa for about 12 hours or sa

but after 24 hours in the train a-d I tcok notic2 that the

» any legic . It was a windel roauts with lo-
~ P . W - M 3

uniortunatel:r the train stoppe! then it srennal a very

Fali ST bl

far from any source of water so thot ahout ater 24 hours

there vas not one drop of wator, MNor the chilcran started
to be thirsty now people had to er sort of say periorn

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SLATZ 1021 THHL L

INTZRVIEY WITH DR, RUDOLF VRBA (CONTD.)

A:  (COUTD,.) In the normal physiological functions
13%2 vuesesoesoand thiags like that, Mo the wthole wazgon
became suddenly a mass there was a fight for the one and only
¥ Dbucket which was not allowad to be enptied 2r the parents
were “ound suddenly obsesss¢ by rhex quicten down the
h fhe jourzey just throuash the journey

’ shouldn't
sesesseass the journey the childr e2n/suffer.  too nauch,

5

children just throu;

The old people shouldn't suffer too much and people suddenly

oy
D
(a1
.
S
e
T
jon

stopped to be preoccupied eit the past or with the

future but - with surviviag the journey . o the thirst
bacame ovar-riding becausa foed vras allowed to be taken

withe 35o the pecple first are huiagry so they're eating and

then they were thirsty and tﬂere was 1o watcr ani therez T-as
no water Ior the children and there was a terzific dasnerations
suﬂdeﬁly for water , Now you can imazin2 a wazzon wwith a%out
60 or 70 people przssad in on top of their luszaze er after
two days those people were obsessed with onc idea !later
Nobody thought anything about the past and nobody thought
anythingz about the future , Herz suddenly vou had a 'Hell on

)

Wheels' and no 3lovak guards but some funny peonle in German
» 5335 Uniform o And if you put out the hani from ths winlox

it was shot oil sort oi thing evarybody it was pratty clear,
The slichtest resiztance whare It occurad was uithout
discussicn as ware the shots , in other words I exnlained

constantly to the people you are not zoing to be shot hut we

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SLATE 1051 TAKRE 1 26,

INTIRVIZY WITH D2, RUDOLF V.34 (ceurn.)

A

(COMTD.)  toleep discipline its not our fault that

s the train is stopping outside of the station and we caa't

evesseesd3? 52 patlont if —ou can't o :

kioat A
Datizit de 3000C,

22 oyt mam e W - 1o :

1z you can’t se ;004 w2 hit vou over the hzad., 3o slouly

you get a de-humanisation insile the wazzon starts a F£i

zht Zor access to the,to the bucke: inevitablas buckat,

The attempts to eapty the bucket through sone windews
shi : oe! _— i ; ; sy

whichiere anywa: clos:d with er bars which lac to scilin
r K] . WH e N

oi somebodies luzgage which led to auarrels about their
Fatyuyrn or mutual i

future er .0 ....acCusa58005 er mutual accutations of

1 s .
ceing inconsiderate to chiliren or baing Inconsicerats to

0ld p29ple €A% sseseceeaescesfOor the old people and there

3ol the przlsrznce

32 - A ey - o
an 30 year old laly or 2 1 vear cld child and everysods
belisved that if the 30 year old lady was als mother shez

has got the first right somedody who had a one vear old

~ hi ~e . . 2]
he thousght he had the Zirst rigat o Tiae vhole thia-started

- \ e 4Tl -1 -
er torture by thirst anl! the pecple slowly turned into
o . tnet 3 3 $ 3
sonlg you xnow into somethins coasidera®ly different o <hat

. 1 -
thay have been at home,  After 2 or 3 davs in such a train
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not ‘been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SLOTD 103 TAM 1

INTIRYIZY JITH DR, NUDCLE VaRA (CONTZ.) e

A: (CCNTD,) and I have secen train arriving in Auschwitz

after 11 days journey ..es......emptying waggons vhere 39

pev cant of penple were dead and thev were prodably dezad for 4 or

i
5 days in the train , eeeesasesOnathl So vou can |
imazine the that there were gresat varietions Lut the basic

principle was 01e and thz same thinz . To break the people N
during the journey in 5h anoaymcus way so as to pretend tha t i
the penple are exposad to the torture uaintentiomally the 55

was there only to keep order It is not theiz fault, that

there is no water it is not their Zault that there er if the

.t

=
[/
o
[&]
(o
ct
2
()
"

train stops it stops for 15 urs outside a staticn 2r

permission to go and to fstch the bHucket because they are
orderal to stay on the train, ther are not wanting to Se
violent as nobody doeas sowethin; like putting out the hand

2

froa the window or trvias to Jo somathinz undisciplinad so

Pl

P
-
P
<
2
ct
it}
e
.

all simply they Jdida't open th2 doors occasions

+

and pretended not to s2e us or scnething like that you see,

very soon cane a point when all those p2ople insice wersz

+ driven pear te 1lnsanity »ecausz it is not liliz when vou

mis-naltreat a =roup of men thers -reva children, there vrere

0ld -peosnle and mon in batween you sez and the overriding necd

t 7as

poe

for water so that finally when the strain stopned and

announced that this is the last stop,well it was not even |

announced actually. Suddaaly th: doors were oponed T have
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word It s not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.




23,

http://collections.ushmm.org
SLATConlf8bfe®hEEDUshmm.org for further information about this collection

INTZTVIZT JITH T, RUDOLF VRRA (CONTD.)

As (CONTD,) made the journey ........l was going to

MYeessouit T couldn't make out anything of it becauss
.+ from my knowledze of geogzranhy I could see that the train
goa2s somerrays in the direction of Auschwitz then it was
turnad somevhere to the diraction of Tast then I suidenl-s
saw through the windors that I an passine the station of
eseesseasewhich was azain est. 1In other words the train
vas being shovellcd arouni ., And when there was no free
passage obviously so it lookasd bHecauss military trains

.

were passing by and so on the train vas simply shovellead

out of some tlinz line and kept thara 1

n

hours 1% lKours
8 hours 29 ninutes you never Xnew hovr lonz, but it was

defin

tely kept out of reach ¢of water and sometimes in

-

Foe

reach of water, but thers was nobody to fetch the water
because it was close so that you could see sav water floving
4 ) R §

in big streams into a locomotive of so—e traasport +<hich a3

passing by in quite in the dlstance an3i 21 no water in the

P

I mean still with all that what happens

" 1s that people start to fight each other thev tend to ....

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. v
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SLATZ 1081 TN 1

INTERVIEY JJITH DR, RUDOLT VR3A (CONTD.)

A: Mo, no they fi

(]

ht with each other because they
thinit well w2 are going to be re-settled this is an unfortunataly

. badly orzanised journey the organisers of this

obviously stup’d and they don't unevstand that nrotlams

of such a jouraney that was th2ir resaction because thav -joulda't

thin% that sonebody would invent to torture children with thirst,

o
(]
()
0]
O
It
Y
=
[¢]
g
[7)
6]
o]
H
e
[
R
3
m
3
1h

In other words they cousiderad it
Thousand and thousani trains were belisved made to they didn't
1,200t

it happnang ip _=g2-v~ S - . L
fE..??p.....t:a:ns. —ach ci the victians saw; only one

i
3
4
%
¢

know that

train and that was the last he sawv in his life usuallvy,

<

(ad

Qs Tell ms, whan you irs

irst saw vour

+n
1=
[l
7]
cr

concentration camp .eseee0e0ao.wnat struck you abdout that

peoonle that you saw pecple that you kaew in that place you

'~y A T en

As t'ell you s2c be2fore we €amne L0 eesseasees £n2 Erain
' suldanly
storp=i as it stopped many timces and this tiie somethiag

)

hanpened somzbodyr opened the coors and there were machilne suns

in front of us and er somabedv said 'old man betwasn 15 and 45

(T;‘\L’{ITYG TOSZTHI ) oo sss s rene o".’ill bO. Shot on t‘-’e S?Ot’ SO T.OW

N

some women tried to jein their husbands or souanthin~ like that,

[B]

Dt tHiS ™05 eeveetNe SHOLES OTuiveeeso SO eee.weCe Hroken er

1.2

haads were hroken some child was hiilled, things like that ware

. hansnening _ _ . .
Thisis a verﬁé)t?n transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SLATZ 19C1 TAE L

|

|
INTERVIZY WITH DR. QUDOLT v2Bi (CONTD) L‘

_—

he

L.
A: (CONTD.) but it was alvays said that this is not ' =
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Q: (NOT CLEAR)

As Well you see the thing is as follows now I will
sﬁeék not about my personal experiences as far as my journey

is concerned but about my later experience when I have seen
hundreds of ..c.......coming and I have been sort of say

the reception_committee’............that-I have to clear up the
mess, and I had been present during the selections and so on

so we can jump over about my particular trade which has so

esecssseeverybody else perhaps, perhaps I didn't see the whole

trick of it but that particular seceeceec..I was in everybédy

thought that this journey was just organised by some particular ;

idiot now later when I have been on this sort of reception
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committee this means I was in the squad of the prisoners>whd jf }}f
create up the mass er which remained when the people were ‘
seecesscand it had to be spot clean because the transport

was sometimes coming in one or two hour intervals and the new

coming transport was always coming was Spot €lean .eeceeeesos

without any trace of .ceeevececcocoee transport was coﬁing
for two years to Auschwitz sometimes five a day sometimes two
a day sometimes one a day sometimes a day without transport
soaetimes 16 a day and every transport contains 3,000 peaple
or 2-3,000 people . So you could see the process of thi#
voyage of which er ........1,000 to 20,000 people and I

realised of course quite clearly by being on this job for a

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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A: (CONTD, ) considerable amount of time

but this was systematical. But you see suddenly this journey
lasts say 5 days but there were journies which lasted 3 days
and there were journies which lasted 12 days I would say .
Er’ghere might be aggrevating circumstances like for instance
frost in Europe the frost can be pretty tough and I think that
the transport was geared to the type of population which was

being transported, For instance these Dutch people they they
any

were very highly civilised,/ deviation from normal bourgeois b

standards was incredible to them, whereas people from the

aristoc who went through the last 20 30 years through all sorts
of revolutions in region of Bolshevik in regions of..cececccece
gangs and regions Of seeveceeein regions of ceveccocee
eecesscss They were prepared for all sorts of things

and they were proper peoDle WhOeecessvscccosoeocvvosccascoce
twelve days so that, but mainly thex first thing was the
following . The people inside the train who are cut off

from civilisation and exposed to utter degradation in front either
of their parents or their children or in front of their wives
or in front of their husbands . Now this means that the normal
emotional barrier between people which are based on certain

things I will be quite explicit you see 1've got a relationship

say with a woman now however much you like this woman it is not
000000000000 esacsrsencesseallso you know that something like

that might happen that she is .scec00ec00.0but you don't she

doesn't do it and if she starts doing it the emotional attachment

you know that's how the human are being made we don't want to know

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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A: (CONTD,) about certain things which are quite
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obvious and you have got in this traim in such a wagon & woman -
who are having menstruation and er you have got er children who

are having the diarrhoea and you have got even women who are

having diarrhoea and you are having the overwhelming .......
and you are exposed to an utter incredible degradation

and 1n order to decrease the degradation the people are fighting

¥
i
%
il
o
&

for something between themselves because they are suddenly the
whole world is limited by the space of the waggon and then you
8€e people YOU 8TE ecevvcvvcccorceossCivilised guard of Europe
not somewhere in far Siberia or in Asia you see and you can't
understand why people who you considered civilised er and who
are going around with water in quite near of your train dom't
hand you a glass of water when children are begging them and
you don't know that many have been.already shot and they

want to live as well, So the feeling of those people

inside is an utter degradation not only in front of themselves
but a complete rejection from the outer world which they don't
understand because they don't know that before they have
transport some other transport went and somebody tried to hand
in the water and his family with his wife and children was §.
mowed down by the Germans. By the Nazis I beg your pardon.

So er those unexperienced people who do not understand these
tricks arrived at a point at the point finally ir a state of
mind thch has got nothing to do wh with the state of mind
which is er believed to be characteristic for ci§ilisatbn.

In other wo?ds er systematic process of dehumanisation which is

connected with a loss of freewheel and free thinking complete

domination by either from the mental physiological needs or S

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. : .
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A: (CONTD.) {ncredible emotional stress in relatiomship
human relationship I mentioned before deprives them of any any any
anything to think but that that journey will end and the error
will be clarified . The mistakecsesssocossoit is beyond their
comprehensions that somgbody has thought this out worked this

OUL ceoccesseessessssthey think it is a mistake that it happened

only in this particular waggon this particular tramsport but |
tha; they don't understand that it is a part of the system

well then ..eceesesscsssr.and suddenly the Waggon cesececcce out

and now everything has tog quick because all who once they

are concentrated sececcvcean and they are being received by
tike perfectly civilised officers wickxh with wide.......who'd either
speak to them madam and please and do this and do that now from
don't speak it is forbidd k well who doesn't speak
doesn't speak who opens his mouth gets clubbed down in front of
éhe children, the children start érying the rest stop speaking
the potential resistance is immediately without communication
there is no resistance., And you can see that the..$08PFeec..
are basically xmxizkkzed civilised they are normal officers

you know and er very clean and spotless and very polite as long

as you don't provoke them by not obeying the order

Qs Can 1 ask you a very direct questiom. You and
people like you if you were prisoners you knew what was going

to happen so what would have happened if you had warned them

XX ENENN NN NN ]
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As Because it was incredible for them to take %
don't forget that by the time we were prisoners we dida’t look
like people whom they knew for them we were people dressed in | -

criminals uniform er with shaven heads unwashed not er smelling

at all spice I should say and absolutely frightening to them

whereas the others looked civilised to them looked like what
they were accustomed te . Who we are they didn't know
the§ probably thought the first idea was when they saw the

To
prisoner who are being taken ....ee.s...in order/clear up the

mess to do the menial jobs connected with E??.?§§9f?§9953890cess §i 
Well obviously forsuch a JO? all the criminals can be used,
For they would trust to a nice German officer who was speaking
his civilised language and not to some gangsters like these
and er so if somebody when they have said look you are géing
to be gassed or something the idea £§:x: mother being told

by a gangster after this terrible journey that her children
are going to be gassed was a utter outrageous idea in hner
mind because after all what she suffer here comes the gaégéteg

who wants to increase her suffering so she was tempted to go

immediately to next neat officer and say that this man sﬁys

sir that my children are going to be gassed., He says Madam

do you think we are barbarians

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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Q: (NOT CLEAR)
Ag = There was acertain leeway but certain things

were standard;y and routinely made so for instance when we were
in Auschwitz when the transport arrived inm the town which was
called MissssesessesowWhichwas about 30 miles fromthe arrival
place the full truck which was the last pkmxm station near
sesecccescccscesothere came dready a telegram:.and this meant
imobilisation and certain things were done in a perfectly
standard way'. First came a detachment of .,......with tommy
guns which surrounded the .,.......s50 that the train when
when the train stopped the train was automatically surrounded
by cordons of tommy guns ss and they has nothing to do there
except watch out, nobody goes out from this cordon . It

was pretty ..es0s..s Secondly the cordon was already standing
imagine a naked empty place with railways in the middle of

the cordon first that cordon was sténding there no others

was ever allowed inside it, to. V535, . a tommy gun or a gun

on the shoulder the guns or tommy guns were by order and
regulations always worn in the hand loaded it was forbidden to
shout hold it was forbidden to give any warning. Any step

which was against regulation and the people who came in there

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.




Lo
[

http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

At (CONTD,) not told what the regulations are but
. who didn't understand the regulations was shot on the spot .
Now, then came the prisoner detachment who was supposed that
WAS 8 ..eeecommand which was er the Germans had always er
eupheémism and the euphemism was our ececesese«sWhich was clearing
up c;;mand and this was er detachment in which I had been te which
I had been shall we say put er and stayed there about a month .

When we were was it day or was it night brought to the f£xemk truck

sometimes at 2.0'clock afternbon sometimes, 2.0'clock morning

sometimes,5 o'clock morning,sometimes 11 o'clock in the evening,

It seems that theeececsoscscoscee around Auschwitz now the

S R e A G I e e B N T VAN o A s R e B i T e A

train if necessary was halted somewhere in front of the cordon
~if everything was not ready for the nearest station and it was

just another stop for the people in the train they dida't know

that the last stop is now coming., And when everything was ready
and the prisoners of the ....es.eeseecommando ceceseseaessscommando
were standing in attention 200 - 100 - 300 according to what sort
of transport and how many were expected that day . And they
standing
were er you know ......in a military formation sort of prisoner
formation when then comes a commission of x§§nxxxthis was SS officers
and then they there came the non-commissionéd officers .
The normal SS they were standing the cordon around and had no other
function but to prevent anybody to get out of the cordons through
the cordon couldn't get them out . Now the train stopped, the
people 1n'the train couldnft see a station or nothing now the snag

was that all waggons were opened simultaneously when the train

stopped that each waggon was standing in .......who had the keys

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for aoelling or accuracy.
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A: (CONTD. ) with the key of the lock and now the
prisoners were ordered to shove open the door those were heavy.
Now the prisoners knew that they are supposed to open the doors
and back into their columms not to get in touch with the

people who came back, Any contact with the prisoners and

their rifles might talk .....or anything of that sort was
punished by death full stop. And because this was done frequently
the prisoners ..ceecessvecovery much ., You understand me the
SS was standing was stgnding.at the entrance at each entrance
of the waggon . The two prisoners jumped to the waggon

they were.........every times which one to first which one

to second which one to third the whole job was to open the
door and jump away if they didn't they could be killed on the

spot . There was no opportunity for the prisoner under normal

T @A
;o - B g

/

conditions to speak secececcece
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P
Q: Did ptisoners €VET soc00cevsoce ljih‘?Q_,‘\‘ b
A This this was very difficult I'm telling you

the process , the process was the order was that prisomners

stand aside they do the job of opening the door without opening
their mouths and once the door is opened théy run back to their
formation no walking was allowed, anybody who will walk from
the prisoners would b e clubbed to death or shot, The order

was that only rumning .......being keot, Which means they

had to run to the waggons open thg door run back any hesitation
around the waggons at that moment was answered by shots or hit

with clubs which were.?ff?}%here are no jokes at that moment.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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A: (CONTD. Now, to the SS men which opened the door
came another SS man there were two SS men on the two sides

of the door . And they never had clubs in their hands never,
they had only pistols which was a normal sign of the uniform
or and they wore ceseccesso o ymmxkmee walking sticks, you know
%ige gentlemen but of the moress.eo.....kind . So that the
arrivals the first they saw was an SS man who wa§ really
seccscsegentleman perfectly dressed white gloves on top
everthing his walking‘stick.and now it depended on how the

SS men decided to handle the matter from this moment on .

The most usual thing was the following : these people have
Seen many stops on their journey and they don't know that this
Stop 1S ceevecveveece. Now the first thing was that the SS men
shouted ....;.......everybody understood that........means
now some people start to get up and ﬁry to go up that moment
SS men would jump with this walking stick which he has only
for walking but he's ..........by this slow movement and hit
one or two club them down on the spot which made the rest move
quick,in order to get it quicker he starts hitting and shouting
¢esccscsssccccsssses Other people with children and so on

so they see that the SS man obviously ...esee0.he obviously
doesn't know what ..........a proper soldier . Obviously
SOME seeevvvesecossssand obvious it is mistake again, this
can't happen in civilised countries . So they think the

best would be to avoid any dis..e.o...at this time its obvious

its the end of the journey now we are coming to the settlement area

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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A: (CONTD,) here is Now ...ecc.v...at this waggonee......
Now there comes the people try to take the luggage cececesssesYOU See
y so anybody who tries it gets hit ®ecsveescscscscssssothere was
another thing the sun was shining a beautiful afternoon the SS was
in good mood they opened the door they would come there and say
ladies and gentlemen we are very sorry for any inconveniences
which might have been caused by some misunderstanding on this
jo;rney 1f happens sometimes that they are not very well organised
would you please kindly get out ander avoid this squad of criminals
which is which you can see there but don't bother about your luggage
the cars are prepared here the lorries are standing there but we
are using those criminals in order to save you from the bother of
having to carry your luggage we do hope that you have got all
marked the remains of the luggage we keep these criminals in
discipline so that you don't need to worry about your property

just leave everything

cut

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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1l you

Q: You were describing the geutle technique we would like/to finish

Well you see the objective of their assessment was as follows,
the people have to get as soon as possible into the gas chamber, the healthy men
who are needed for work for until they die this means that you can work for three
months under ‘the conditions which are prepared for them have to be selected out so
the healthy woéen, but not women with children, automatically sent to gas chamber
a woman with a child under any condition because she may cause trouble when the
child is taken away but this means a g%@%ﬁkﬂ%&% a child was automatically going
into the gas chamber also sometimes if we managed the prisomer to snatch away

the child from the woman's hand like als; we were forbidden to speak to them by

running around and I will say immediately how it was dome often it was possible

by some of them

Cuttototot

1084 take 2

Q: Can I ask you to describe again the ee.es

As Well the gentle techmique was a brutal technique had one objective
it was not a question of gentle technique or brﬁtal téchnique it was a question that
the w people who arrive had to arrive in to the gas chamber as soon as possible and
Tesult of which the healthy man or the healthy woman should be slected quickly out
those who were deemed fit to survive sm two, thvee four months of their working
Conditions which wefe prepared for them, in other words aifficient physical condition.
It depended also on their momentarily demand for working er force sometimes there was-

Mo demand and there was no selection sometimes there was a bad demand ang urgent

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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yeople and they said stop don't select anymorz we have got what we need the

rest can go. Now the gentle technique or the brutal technique depended on
conditions, as conditions were that followed, the SS knew many transport are
camiﬂg;‘n°w when there was only one transport *ececscecesss all the time it

was much more interesting than sitting in the barracks er when they were in
servicings there was no free so they might grant you the gentle technique ,,,..,
Ladies and gentlemen we are so sorry for the inconvenience which was caused by
some idiot who organised this journey we had already won a case like this, we

are awfully sorry, look just at this mess how do they trat People would you please
get out and please don't get in touch wifh those criminals they are here only for

taking for luggage and if you have got unmarked luggage and you are afraid that

You know and the prisoners come out and so on, there was a brutal technique when

five transports were announced there was no time it had to go quick, quick, quick,=

Started to rain.you know the walking sticks Trouse, rouse, you know if somebody tried

to pick Up his luggage they Jjust broke his hand on the Spot it was smash you know

¥oman tried to take some bundle for the child you know so he hits the child and

the lext woman knew that it is not done to take anythingand so on and who remained
lays . .
Ying, remained laying you know, but thisg didn't matteﬁwgﬁmigaﬁgg*ybglﬁmp@pnedumah

i i i t the primary source, and |
of [g) batim transcript of spoken word. It is no
8ettiq§Eﬁ@€B@6pie out in such a case in the brutal treatment was verv aidol
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and the brutal treatment was when they either expected a lot of transports - they
expected a lot of transp;rts because I never knew how many but from the beginning
1 could judge what is in the front you see, I knew that they are informed that

there's ¢eec.eo transports today. Another time when it was raining and they want

to get out from the rain so usually during the rain there was no gentle treatment

pecause of raining and er so they wanted to get over it.

Q: ;e Okay they can get them out of the train - but you can't get

that many peoplz gassed cevees

As Oh yes you can you can - you can.
Q: How
A: Now you see the Bxigxsgh precision was very simple the people

got out .the luggage stays there, those during the non gentle treatment got hit,
they are just kaking staying with the luggage éither dying, either dead, either
with just a broken leg or whatever you see, they who don't move on they just left
there, now the people are being put into by five you see and they are zemRiXkyg
Standing lorries already, the lorries are prepared and therre are about 15 to 20
lorties and the people are being lined up and they are marching in front of the
Commission and there is a chap with a walking stick which is turned over, he's a
doctor, he has got a medical qualification and with this walking stick turned over
You know, this walking stick s.... such a thiﬁg if there is a big rush he just lets
Pass by those people who are told to march and takes his walking stick to the chap
¥ho seems to be -a suitable by the neck or the woman by the neck and throws him out
¥ith a slick movement and you know and you know ... clear what he wants he hits him
°Rce on the back and they are already there, this man who sort them out, man here
“oman here, ;......... you see and there are the lorries you know and from those

1°rries are another two SS men and they march off to the lorries and there are steps

to S, erbatim transcript pf,spoken,word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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which is mobile and they are driven into the lorry, you know the lorry is full it

is closed. And moves away and the crematérium is approximately thousand five hundred
yards away go through the big gate and er according again to what is the hurry or
what is not the hurry and what is the state of the passengers, the passengers are
really in a +..... state and you can't prod them all with sticks or shouting, well

it is a lorry which can be kept ovef you see, it's opened the driver makes it going,
you know, it lifts people fall down, if they hold on you know then there is another
couple of A==EXX SS men again with walking sticks they are excited that somebody's
not giving the ;iscipline they break a couple of hands you know which hold on and

then eeceseseesess the chaps from er er from the gassing command no those who can go

are driven on with sticks, those who can't go the ..., commander collects - the members

of +sse. commandcollect, bring them in e..... guard robe everybody's ordered to dress

out quick, quick, quick, shower,you are lousy you must, you can't you can't = you

can't spread pest here you must get through the shower let's make it quick once you

are over the shower you get wa

w
u ater

y water is not given, once YOu are over the shower
make quick, once you are over the shower you get water, you get food and so on, now
after this journey, you are lousy you are standing in sanitary conditions‘which can
Cause disease and so on so understandingly you haven't got any much fime'and again

- gentle treatment or not gentle treatment, gentle treatment is Ladies and gehtlemenx

Please make it quick because we would love to get you coffee and so on but this

“hower is absolutely necessary.,

Q: Can I ask you a naive question because I'm running out film,

for two years you watched this going on certainly for 10 months why, as a humanbeing

44 you never protest

.

What do you mean by protesting

Try to stop it that's better

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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At Well the slightest move I knew I would make at this moment was

to get w hit over the head if I am lucky with a club, any speech fromny side was
forbidden zng but I could only be seveceseess With my number written down and when

everyghing was over I was the person who seee.e. called out and slowly clubbed to

death.

P

a
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1085 take 1
Qs ¥hat 1'd like you to explain is why you couldn't intervene
yourself for whaz: ia fact in the long term your form of resistance was - I mean

to go on to Xx ex-_ain getting out and stopping and warning people at source before

they ever got or s that train

(1] PPN

1085 take 2

As Well you see thé problem of warning the people there was the
first thing that you had been forbidden Lo speak with them and who violated this
order had been not necessarily immediately clubbed down because such a gamster
face like they looksd er couldn't speak well to divide and demoralise people

who were physically and emotionally exhausted by the time of their arrival and
were usually they use brutal treatment was a e.... treatment, my treatment was
sort of leisurely joke but ...... for it, but there was rarely time for it, you
See so I would say that the brutual treatment was more efficient one also the fine
treatment was just as good. Now naturally during the fine treatment we prisoners
were out ofany questions of being trusted by those arrivals because they could

See the gangsters, their gangster uniforms and gangster faces er and an elegant
gentleman in suy4uae.. you know real German honourable soldier so it was obvious
who they are going to believe. Now during the brutal.treatment of course they
would realise that there is something wrong but at that time the Germans were
€Xtremely careful that there shouldn't be any contact betwem us and them, this
means when the load was on those lorries as I described you what remained on the
¥a820ns around the wagons er was the people who were hit during the brutal treatment
to incaPaCity and now started our war, the firt was the next lorries came, as the

1 .
Orries were loaded they were sent right up to the gas chamber and the unloading

ang
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that blows with sticks occasional pistol shots, occasional killing, occasional

preaking of leg inducement by let's get through it, you will get water and som

when it was full a couple of shots were fired some children were standing out,

they were jut thrown on top of the head of the filled up gas chamber, full of
. were
naked people you know and a couple of shots were fired as people/pressed in

from fright another bunch was driven in with sticks you know and the thing was |
closed the ga§.chamber and they said well now we have time you see the gassing
didn't start immediately once they were in then they gave the signal to the

gassing master which was not necessarily then, they had coffee, they said well

when you finished the coffee would you be so kind %m and ..... the ..... because

they're loaded in you see, this would last five minutes,three hours, depends ;
what their mood was and now there were remaining at the receiving end of the
ramp where the train came those people who could move thak dead, wounded, ill,

a mother ' _lgl
haf dead some/with a broken leg with a child, and other who's child was hid and 0

she was quite healthy er and now the ..... commander the prisoners the first job i
was get away those people, .... grab those peéple, drag them to the lorries and

load them on the lorries, put them away. Now this was a moment when they didn't
care t0 s.esss With those people or not because well those were powerless people
you know they were people who were so what I tell them that they're going to die

so what they can't ..... they're no trouble you see and er anyway they're ....... cut

and the sesseeessee goes mostly you see so this means that when we wanted to take
a8 woman put in to the blanket you see and carry hér far to the lorry well the two % ?%

1
chaps would come and club down two prisoners and er tell her - grab her by the legs
and drag her to the lorry and ...... you see and that was it ..... was a favopurite E
word of the SS. So when they were in bad mood you know, .they just made it clear i

that no blankets are necessary and dragged the woman by the legstiélthey get to

&
;

the lorry and in running if she is dead by the time so what, okay she is not dead

Okay up with her, So it was perfectly clcar to me that there is no possibility

0 . e .
£ Organising any xmkx resistance on that spot and by the time, when the people
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come to the camp it is all too late the resistance has to become before they enter
the wagons, not after the wagons are ¢esseeeseesS0 as far as my judgment was
considered it was to explain no train is being déspatched accidentally in an
unfortunate way that this is «seee...and er that's how things are and in other

words to say that any mother who goes in with the children in this train is
dsolutely convicting her children to a gas death %& the other end and there is

no natural mother who would enter the train and result scecesssse. OT Tesult taking
out the kitchen knife when it comes to the two children you know this is biological
principle that's how mothers are and as far as a man is concerned they probably most

of them feel the same biological principles, bidogical bonds between people are when

it comes to small children very strong er even a bit ....... Because they are very

strong, but that's been built in the nature, so for instance I see in British Columbia

now you See even you approach es.eeeese you see you are in danger if the ,.... is

alone you know you just walk away and he goes away. So well it wa; clear to me

that the only possible resistance is to explain to the people who are marked or

ear marked for being deported in six months time, what is expecting them to create

panic within the people the panic can't be anything wrong in view of what is expected
L g

of them on the other hand in which case all of them will do what the& can, this means

the imigination of each individual will come, well they were in, they were Xkmmimyd

PO

abandoned by the Nazi government obviously, they are .... by the local =xakkakizx
government obviously, they were abandoned by the prisoners from tgéo?ffs.?ig%$§gusly,
they were abandoned by the collaborators of the Zionist which are er at that time

speaking equal to the collaborators with the Nazis they were abandoned,they weie

abandoned by their neighbours obviously because they were wearing the stars and

$0 on so there was nothing left to them but their own resources and their own
resources were still considerable because if everybody has to be'driven into the
train in his home town and if dead children are laying around the.sﬁreets it would
Upset the population, this would upset the population in other words when the
Population, when the children are dead on the spot at their home towns in front

of the neighbours it would bother the Christian neighbours you see because this
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy:
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Jewish businessman er when everybody knows that the chap in our neighbourhcad has
never had a business but was most of his time say unemployed you see or something
like that or even if he had a business he was quite helpful in our business whem.it

tame to business dealings with the neighbours you know

Q: Can I ask you just to go back for one moment in fact the SS

ju and the .... and so on what sort of men were these .o...

As No I wouldn't think that they were sadists because if you have
got such a crowd like that of course yoﬁ find sadism but youcan't speak sadist in
such great quanities they were faced with a task you see, they were mostly people

as I learned later er mainly after the war:when the thing was studied Qho belonged
er to less strong people in conditions of hard competition, for instance the man

of profession like teachers, or craftsmen who were during unemployment, unemployed,
he crisis, in other words, during the years of service and so on they either
were already down or they slipped down in under conditions of increased iompacitiveness
or they were understood during the Auschwitz trials which wemr 15 ycears after the

war for administrative reasons nobody does administration work less quickly that most

of them were never criminally punished neither before the & war nor after the war.

cuti.l.'.l...
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