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In the newsIn the news

By Catherine Munro

"Pakistan Blocks Wikipedia (http://blogcritic
s.org/archives/2006/03/31/184222.php)",
Blogcritics

Nature has published an editorial, titled "Britannica
attacks... and we respond. (http://www.nature.com/
nature/journal/v440/n7084/full/440582b.html)",
commenting on last week's dispute between
Encyclopædia Britannica and Nature over the
accuracy of their December comparison of
Britannica and Wikipedia. The debate continued to
receive some coverage in the media:

"Encyclopedia Wars Heat Up (http://www.c
bsnews.com/stories/2006/03/28/eveningne
ws/main1448372.shtml)", CBS News
"Britannica lashes back at comparison to
Wikipedia (http://www.rockymountainnews.
com/drmn/other_spotlight/article/0,2777,D
RMN_23960_4577486,00.html)", Rocky
Mountain News, Colorado, USA

In the news

Pakistan blocks Wikipedia for seven
hours

More coverage of Britannica and
Nature
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"Britannica bites back in Wikipedia row (htt
p://networks.silicon.com/webwatch/0,3902
4667,39157563,00.htm)", Silicon.com

"Wikipedia world: Popular online site is
used by everyone — but how accurate are
the articles? (http://www.thnt.com/apps/pbc
s.dll/article?AID=/20060401/LIFE01/60401
0390/1006)", Home News Tribune, New
Jersey, USA
"Wikipedia hits million articles (http://www.b
lackandwhiteonline.net/DesktopModules/Ar
ticles/Articles_Detail.aspx?x=J%2Ff9SRbpj
yFCPD7kXDcXBB8Y808Geq9FWAv3FHP
W86xdDvAzYAX%2FcPnTIcZZfLHCKaS%
2FWLcYjpAwwVTyrkwrTA%3D%3D)", The
Black & White, Maryland, USA (mentions
longstanding vandalism of Walker, Texas
Ranger article)
"Enter at your own risk: We put Wikipedia
to the test (http://www.grandforks.com/mld/
grandforks/living/people/teens/14249491.ht
m?source=rss&channel=grandforks_teen
s)", Grand Forks Herald, North
Dakota/Minnesota, USA (intentional
vandalism, some caught, some not)
"Is it possible to tell who wrote certain
articles in the Wikipedia? (http://www.insid
ebayarea.com/ci_3667421?source=rss)",
Inside Bay Area

Wikia (formerly Wikicities), a for-profit company
founded by Jimbo Wales and Angela Beesley but
completely separate from Wikipedia, has acquired
over $4 million in venture capital from various investors. See "Wikipedia founder goes commercial
(http://www.marketwatch.com/News/Story/Story.aspx?guid=%7BC442FD35%2DFBCE%2D4508%
2DA097%2DD4F68A6D0B00%7D)", MarketWatch.

Overviews

Wikia finds investors
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THESE COMMENTS ARE AUTOMATICALLY TRANSCLUDED FROM THIS ARTICLE'S TALK PAGE. TO FOLLOW
COMMENTS, ADD THE PAGE TO YOUR WATCHLIST (HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX.PHP?TITLE=WIKIPEDIA
_TALK:WIKIPEDIA_SIGNPOST/2006-04-03/IN_THE_NEWS&ACTION=WATCH). IF YOUR COMMENT HAS NOT
APPEARED HERE, YOU CAN TRY .

Ha - the report at "Enter at your own risk: We put Wikipedia to the test (http://www.grandforks.com/mld/
grandforks/living/people/teens/14249491.htm?source=rss&channel=grandforks_teens)" says that
intentional vandalism to Edna Ferber and Sigmatism was not corrected "within a week". The vandalism
was added by an anon 68.91.32.213 (talk · contribs) at around 06:00 on Thursday 9 March, and the
vandalism that was not reverted already was removed by the same anon about 4 days and 17 hours later,
at around 23:00 on 13 March. Nice of them to remove the vandalism, but what funny short weeks they
have in Grand Forks... -- ALoan (Talk) 11:53, 4 April 2006 (UTC)

Given that Wikia is completely separate from Wikipedia, and there is a conflict of interest here between
the not for-profit Wikipedia and the for-profit Wikia, I believe the paragraph should be removed.
PeterGrecian 13:36, 7 April 2006 (UTC)

Au contraire, my friend. The community absolutely must be informed of this, so we can
watch out for conflicts of interest. – gpvos (talk) 19:49, 8 April 2006 (UTC)

Not really for conflicts of interest or anything; it's there because it's notable in the
eyes of most users here. Just because we're on Wikipedia doesn't mean that we
don't pay attention to other wikis. I'm sure we'd cover if Ward's Wiki were to gain
investors, or be sold, or something. Ral315 (talk) 17:19, 9 April 2006 (UTC)

Ok, I'm reassured PeterGrecian 08:38, 10 April 2006 (UTC)

Regarding the article from the New Jersey paper: it's worse than I thought! Apparently they have
astrology teachers in American schools! :-) – gpvos (talk) 19:46, 8 April 2006 (UTC)
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