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Architectural detail at the reading room, National
Library of Sweden

Reading room at the National Library of Sweden, the host of the meeting

At the 2019 Wikimania conference, Europeana – a Europe-wide digital cultural platform – held

several associated events, including the inaugural meeting of national libraries which work directly

with Wikidata and its underlying software Wikibase. The event was organized by Liam Wyatt in his

professional role as Europeana's Wikipedia liaison. This article was also written in that role and

originally published at the Europeana blog (https://pro.europeana.eu/post/wikidata-wikibase-for-na

tional-libraries-the-inaugural-meeting).

In his other role as a Wikipedia volunteer he is usually called Wittylama (https://en.wikipedia.org/wi

ki/User:Wittylama). He is one of the founders of Project GLAM and the original Wikipedian-in-

Residence - as a volunteer. Also in this role he was program chairman of Wikimania 2019 –S

As Wikidata becomes an increasingly large, densely connected, web
of linked data, the cultural heritage sector is leveraging the platform
more and more. None more so than national libraries, who have been
at the forefront of innovations. Thirty institutional representatives
participated in this meeting from three continents.

The meeting began with a series of short demonstration talks from
institutions already working with Wikidata and Wikibase in-house.
These are notable not only for the variety of activities undertaken and
the successes already being reported from these young projects, but
also for the fact that until recently, they have all been happening
largely in isolation with limited knowledge-sharing.

Demonstrations of projects currently underway were given by:

At the forefront of innovation
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Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru/National Library of Wales (slides (https://docs.google.com/presentatio

n/d/1JfugYJr-rj4_sL2JR0lGzCHbvfCQ3YSpwoGCI2_66Zc/edit#slide=id.g5fcc673dc9_6_63))

Kansalliskirjasto/National Library of Finland (slides (https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gn-ZXPHCCCFH

o8h0BS7nDGoqZMYaqBn7/view))

Bibliothèque Nationale de France/National Library of France (slides (https://drive.google.com/file/d/0

Bwo-9uhtRZwDajY1VXR1ZUZQdjBxRlAwSDQ5Q2NlSG1oZHNZ/view))

Deutsche Nationalbibliothek/National Library of Germany (slides (https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N-i

sIta29ZdL_wsEbazGmTl0zHbea6YW/view))

Library of Congress – United States (slides (https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iuefk3Zq1kdMj

IEt2Wb5Yvk9vkTsPU4sVtvRHjOOHIo/edit#slide=id.g5fcf92f617_0_0))

Linked Data for Production project (LD4P) – United States (slides (https://docs.google.com/presenta

tion/d/1-KKKDy2EZ1kK1uBIqTns8ydcq1DGlQun/edit#slide=id.p1))

OCLC – International (slides (https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CfXqo2Awltqc4576uEofTkzv

KySN5apjJHndYM3YuKg/edit#slide=id.g5f3115dd98_2_85))

Kungliga biblioteket/National LIbrary of Sweden (slides (https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Fn

A-UVe3sFBxxs82nn8Dipa5ve90_KzYp3MGaewnlfg/edit#slide=id.g5e7a20ad36_0_0))

The new director of the National Library of Sweden, Karin Grönvall, on quite literally her first day at the job, also
took the time to greet us.

Heading into the meeting, approximately 40% of the attendees reported that their institution had already
undertaken export of their own information into Wikidata. Afterwards, more than 50% reported that as a specific
result of what they had learned they would now investigate undertaking further exports; over 60% also reported
they would now be investigating the Wikibase software for in-house use, and 100% of responses received stated a
high satisfaction with the day's usefulness for their institution.

“ I found it incredibly helpful to learn more about the Wikidata projects that other institutions

are working on, areas in which we could potentially collaborate, and to get a better idea of

the future directions of Wikidata and Wikibase to inform our project plans. ”
— participant survey feedback

Following the initial presentations, the meeting moved on to discussions informing – and also getting valuable
feedback about – the 'roadmap': the forthcoming developments in Wikidata and Wikibase.

This began with a section on the work of the Structured Data on Commons project – which is bringing the power
of linked data to Wikimedia Commons – and was followed by in-depth discussions of two specific areas of
Wikibase software development that are common requests for libraries: permissions and federation.

The former request, permissions, refers to the nuanced read and/or write permissions that cultural institutions
would like to provide when managing their own catalogue infrastructure on Wikibase. While in Wikidata the
general principle is that everyone can see and edit any part of any item, for libraries this might not be sufficient.
Potential outcomes include: designating certain users with advanced permissions to edit specific sections of items,
or certain items in entirety; and making certain items or sections of those items visible only to particular users.
Having a 'second opinion' check-function before a change is published was also discussed. These features might
be necessary, for example, in catalogue management where some library staff have the right to edit bibliographic
metadata, while other designated staff might have the right to view particularly sensitive information about
acquisitions.

What's next: the roadmap
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The latter request, federation, refers to the principle that multiple Wikibase instances can work with each other –
each containing different information, but being able to sync elements so as not to duplicate effort and in order to
propagate up-to-date information. However, as Lydia Pintscher – Wikidata product manager – explained to the
group, everyone believes federation is a good idea, however everyone also has a different understanding of what it
would mean in practice! In the meeting we talked through various practical options of federated Wikibase
including but not limited to: shared properties but local items, shared items but local properties, and shared
querying.

Almost simultaneously to this event, the Wikidata team published four strategy papers (https://meta.wikimedia.or
g/wiki/Wikidata/Strategy/2019), including the high-level vision (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/common
s/2/2d/Vision_and_high_level_overview_for_Wikidata_and_Wikibase.pdf), and a specific paper discussing the
future of the Wikibase ecosystem (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cc/Strategy_for_Wikibase_
Ecosystem.pdf). This latter report provides the specific motivation for why the cultural sector – particularly
national libraries – are investigating Wikibase:

“ Wikibase is useful for any kind of heterogeneous data, where connections between the

data play an important role. This is relevant for all kinds of fields, starting from (digital)

humanities to life sciences. Recently we have seen a lot of activity from the GLAM sector.

[…] Seven national libraries, among them Germany and France, have run substantial

pilots, and libraries from seven more countries have communicated interest in evaluating

or using Wikibase or Wikidata as a platform for creating or participating in linked data

work for the sector. [...] So far, we have mainly been asking institutions to donate content

to us. By fostering a Wikibase Ecosystem, we also have something significant and useful

to give back to institutions. This kind of mutually beneficial relationship would strengthen

our existing bonds with institutions, and create new partnerships with institutions we

haven't reached yet. ”
— Lydia Pintscher, Lea Voget, Melanie Koeppen, Elena Aleynikova and contributors, Strategy for the Wikibase

Ecosystem (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cc/Strategy_for_Wikibase_Ecosystem.pdf), pages 3, 8

This strategy is consistent with the extensively researched Association of Research Libraries April 2019
whitepaper (https://www.arl.org/resources/arl-whitepaper-on-wikidata/) discussing the use of Wikibase and
Wikidata in the library context.

For more information about any of the discussions during the Stockholm meeting, please consult the
comprehensive notes taken during the day itself (https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZYq5-H54K671zdqAoFUg
ROPzZsT4cfyP11nbdCS_KUw/edit#heading=h.oeui4whmh6pn).
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