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By
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Abstract

The study attempts to shed some light on the Palestinian folkloric
poetry which is currently being considered as one of the pillars of the
Palestinian resistance. It aims at deepening the nation's roots in the
homeland of our ancestors and reemphasizing our link with national
heritage which our enemies try their best to obliterate and distort. In fact,
the study touches a topic of deep concern to the Palestinian people. This
concern has always been felt by the poet Muhareb Theeb who has used his
tongue and the string of his rababah to chant purely Palestinian tunes in the
homeland, exile and Diaspora. Therefore, writing down this verbal heritage
is a national responsibility that must be taken by individuals, groups and

establishments.

The present study is introduced to fill in a gap and root one of the
adobes of our folkloric heritage. Despite his popularity and productivity,
Muhareb Theeb's works have not yet been studied or even documented by

any researcher.

Basically, the study attempts to highlight Muhareb Theeb's role in
promoting the Palestinian folkloric literature through answering the

following questions:
e What's Muhareb Theeb's rank? What is his position?

e To what extent is his rank consistent with his position?

b



e What artistic instruments did he utilize in his expression?

e What similarities and differences are there between him and other

Palestinian folkloric poets?

In addition, the study endeavors to upgrade and maintain the Palestinian
folkloric heritage. It also aims at giving a clear picture about the Palestinian
People's role in resisting the occupation, giving special prominence to the
Palestinian identity and surveying some of the Palestinian traditions and

habits through Muhareb Theeb's poetry.

To stress the artistic and aesthetic features, the study incorporated both
theoretical and practical approaches. The theoretical approach consisted of

a four-subtitled introduction:

The first deals with the folkloric literature in terms of its nature, aspects
and subjects, and how it is distinguished from other Palestinian formal and
colloquial literature. Besides, the rank that this literature has among

specialists e.g. critics, researchers and folklorists 1s discussed.

The second deals with the nature of the Palestinian folkloric poetry and
its characteristics in terms of form, content, course and development as
well as its effect on the folkloric song. It also discusses the importance of

writing it down in its two aspects —folkloric and artistic.

The third views the most famous Palestinian folkloric poets from the

end of the 19" century, through the last century and up till now.

The fourth is mainly concerned with the role of the folkloric poetry in
enriching the artistic movement in Palestine with regard to types of songs

and instruments.



On the other hand, the practical study was conducted using personal
interviews with the Poet's relatives and acquaintances and through
collecting poetic material (lyrics) from recorded and video cassettes. Using
such instruments, the researcher was able to reveal some information and
facts about one of the most distinguished Palestinian poets who was

unknown for many people.
The practical aspect of the study consisted of three chapters:

The first chapter attempted to introduce the poet in terms of his
environment, kinship, upbringing, education, personality, and his rank

among other Palestinian poets.

The second chapter deals with the poetic purposes implied in his poems,
the most important of which are patriotic poems, eulogy, flirtation,
narratives, commandments, heritage upholding, glory and pride, elegy and

humor.

The third chapter goes over the poet's artistic characteristics in terms of

language, diction, rhythm, artistic imagery, and narration.

Attached to the practical aspect of the study, some models of the Poet's
poems, characterized by distinction and creativity, have been written down
alongside with the narratives told by the Poet to his listeners. These poetic
models and narratives altogether form a divan which will, indeed, be the

best legacy left by the Poet for his nation.





