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]t was a fine sentiment which led the l:{ebrew
priests of old to omit the name of Jehovah in the
public worship, and substitute for it, ¥the incommuni.
cable* or some such expression, for, human language

can never give a name to the Supreme. All that we
have been able to do has been to take some attribute
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and ascribe to it the other attributes of the Diety.
This will be found to be the case with nearly all the
names which we employ, whether God the good,
Jehovah the existent, the eternal, the Lord, Almighty,
or the Supreme. All thesc are names which our
moral consciousness testifies to us must bc applicable
to God; each describes only a part of his nature,
but we think of it as comprehending the whole.”
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¢« Ot kin to the so inealculable influences of con.
ccalment, and connected with still greater things, is
the wondrous agency of Symbols. In a symbol there
is concealment and yet revelation; here,therefore, by
silence and by speech acting together, comes a double
significance and if both the speech be itself high and
the silence fit and noble how expressive will their
unjon be! Thus in many a painted Device, or sim-
ple seat emblem the commonest Truth stands out
to us proclaimed with quite new emphasis. For it is
here that Fantasy with her mystic wonderland plays
into the small prose domain of sensc and becomes
incorporated therewith. In the symbol proper what
we can call a symbol, there s ever, more or less
distinctly and directly, some embodiment and reve-
fation of the infinite, the Infinite is made to blend
itself with the Finite, to stand visible, and as it were
attainable there. By symbols, accordingly is mang
uided and commanded, made happy made wretched’
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¢« Hindu idolatry is not to be altogether overlooked
or rejected. As we,explained some time ago, it pre-
sents millions of broken fragments of God. Collect
them together, and you get the indivisible divinity.
Their idolatry is nothing but the worship of a divine
attribute materialized.”
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¢« Wnat the Ganesa or Gana-pati of the present
day really represents is a complex personification of
sagasity, shrewdness, patience, and self-reliance —
of all those qualities, in short, which overcome hin.
drances and defficulties, whether in performing reli-
gious acts, writing books, building ~ houses, making
journeys or undertaking anything. He is before all
things the typical embodiment of success in life; with
its,usual accompaniments of 'good-living, plentious-
necss, prospirity, and peace This is the true secret of
his popularity. This iswhy his images and shrines sm-
eared with red paint are seen every-where, through
india.

D) IOV ($8D> B I THO B BoHS
0 BRIRINY IDIH S VTS I txoénao‘é
omgps-j?ocﬁnm'l&. with the head of an elephant to

denote shrewdness or wisdom ; (K zsﬁéd»'ﬁsm":)és
200 Bmz'é)ﬁazs‘l&)."Not unfrequently he is- repre-

sented riding on a rat, and is always associated with
images of that animal, probably as emblematical of

sagacity » (SO REwe IS asexacsésanﬁoaog@m)
«he has two wives called Riddi & Siddhi prosperity &
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His four hands indicate four kinds of prosperity
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fpgamg)ﬁo TBOOFHD, Holding pasam or a noose in

one hand signifies that he holds @sa or desires under
bondage I ¥FIT>WcEHL v¥o STSes HIDST* ED

BeoHHS) 8 Holding ankusam or a hook in the

other hand, shows that he holds krodhaem or anger
in subjection (YoRT S TocdBio \FPFS0® 2owodS
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the worlds with their manifold objects are contained
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“The Mexicans worshipped the figure made of the
trunk of a man with the head of an elcphant. The
Hindus, as is too well-kuown, still worship this diety
under the name of Ganesh. Baron Humboldt thus
recmarks on the Mexican deity: ‘It presents some

remarkable and apparently not accidental rcsemblance
with the Hindu Ganesh.?
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IND1AN WisDom (Page 127)

‘“There is a sect among the Hindus called Gana-

patyas, who identify Ganapati or Ganesa with the

Supreme Being. Their doctrines are embodied in the
Gane:a-purana, but they have a poem ealled the
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Ganeas-gita, which is identical in substanee with the
Bhagavadgita, the name of Ganesa being subsistuted
for that of Kristna.”
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«‘The potential energy which, independent of nay,
in spite of sense and reason, enables man to apprehend
the infinite under varying disguises” (cﬁb 3 XoBodm
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““Religion which may be defined as a wholc view ot the
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« A religion which is not able thus to grow and
live with us as we grow and live is dead already.
Definite and unvarying uniformity so far from being
a sign of honesty and life is always & sign of disho-
nesty and death. Every religion, if it is to bea bond
of union between the wise and the foolish, the old

and the young must be pliant, must be high and deep
and broad, bearing all things, believing all things
hoping all things, enduring all things The more it is
so the greater its vitality, the greater the strength
and warmth of its embrace.
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«« 1t was because attempts were made from very
early times to narrow and stiffen the outward signs
and expressions of our faith to put narrow dogma
in the place of trust and love. That the Christian
Church has often lost those who might have been its
best defenders and that the religion of Church has
almost ceased to be what before all things, it was
meant to be a religion world-wide love and charity"
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‘““In the presence ot the sceintific religions Brah-
manism, Buddhism, Judaism and Muhammadanism it
has signally failed, and there is no prospect of gpn
eventual victory.”
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«“ It has only existed during a relatively brief
period of the whole Hisotory of the race, and that
only among a small minority; it has broken up into
numerous and utterly discordant sections, it has de-
cayed as knowledge has increased; and a vast majority
of the racc has got on very well without it. ”
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“Its gains from among educated Brahmins, Budd-
hists and Mohammadans are few and slight; its losses.
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from among scientists and thinkers of Europe are
serious. It is a far more urgent problem at present
hew to keep the leaders of thought in Germany, Fran-
ce, and Britain, Christians than how to make those
of Turkey, India and China, Christians, for we are
certainly much more rapidly losing the former than
gaining the latter.
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“ In both countries (i.e,, England and America)
there is very little of the actual spirit of Christianity.
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Jesus is the most discussed, but the least understood
person in history *
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«They (Hindus) see that religionhas not entered into
our domestic & social lives as it ought to do. Brahmo
families live before their eyes as if they had none to
look up to & adore; they find theists living as if they
were atheists; as if they were worshippers of mammon

& the followers of fashion only, like any other body of
worldly men and women even daily thanks giving and

prayer is neglected in many of our houses...No wonder
that even our educated men should turn away in dis-

gust from our high spiritual pretensions. ”
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«India has had Dwaijta, Adwaita, Visistadwaita and
other systems of philosophy, systems so clearly worked
out that they have become the wonder of the world...

what is then the definite taith that we offer to our
brethern? what is the philosophy of our faith ?”’
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« The Brahmo Samaj has neglected the masscs
and has mostly confined its attention to the educated
classes but the question is—is it making any notable
progress amongst those educated few ! This is the
question to which I beg to draw your stteation thig
evening.’
+ + + + +
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¢«¢ Let me bring together some signs that indicate
that the theistic cause is daily losing its grounds in
the estimation of the educated classes.
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narrowness and unbrotherlinessthat we have manifes-
ted towards each other.”
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The Hindus are a proverbially relgious people.

The manner in which religion has filtared down to the
masses, to the lowest strata of society, is very remarkable
Stand by the side of the man who is tilling the ground
with his Plough, or the poer cobbler mending your shoes
and begin some conversation which drives at the funda-
mental truths of the religion and you are almostsurer to
meet With the observation “yes sir every thing happens
sccording to the will of one sitting on high; what has
been fore-ordsined by him must come to pass, what are
we? we are nothing life itself is vanity and so on.” What
a contrast does this present to the state of thinks existing
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in western countries There in spite of wide-spread
and ever—active systems of public ministry of religion,
there are vast masses of men and women, belonging to
the classes of the working poor, whom these public offi-
ces of religion do not touch, and who are drunken, dis-

orderly. brutish and sensual ; far below the level of thg
ordinary Indian workman.”’
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“Foreigners make amost lamentable mistake when th-
ey suppose that the sc-called lower classee in India are
on the same level of thoughtless brutality that they find
prevalent amcng corresponding sections of the people
in other lands.”
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‘‘Mentally and spiritually the average Bangalee is
sy day eqnal to a dozem John., Bull. Centaries of
worship with the wouusual amount of spirituality has
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resulted in making him more and more mentally and
spiritually powerful than physically.”
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‘¢ There is no sharp line of demarcation between
Popular aud Philosophic Hinduism., They blend into
each other, Bome combine the too. Even the common

people are leavened, more or less, with some of the
notions of philosophic Hinduism.”
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** S0 one may go intoany Hindu village and ask the
first peasant that he meets who God is, and be will to a
certainty, receive the answer, Jo balia hai wols hai; that

which speaks that same is he, ”’
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“ As for the paraiyas and this lower castes gene-
rally in the more civilised districts of the country they
are Hindus by religion, like the rest of the community.

The Brahman and the paraiyas equally worship Siva and
Vichnu and therefore are equally Hindus.”
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‘“ It has only existed during a relatively brief period

of the whole history-of the race, and then only among a
small minorty,”
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“In the presence of the Scientific religiongs-Brahmanism
Buddhism. Judaism & Muhammadanism—It has signally
failed and there is no prospect of an eventual victory ”
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¢« Next come the growth and development of such
reactionary organisations as the Theosophical Society
or Ramakristna mission."’
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«« So many of our educated men, who but for
these associations would have looked to the Brahmo
Samaj for a way of deliverance, are turning away

from it.”’
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¢ But in these popular eand interesting accounts of
the Hindu religion and customs we often miss the
onder-currrent of thought and philosophy which anites
and holds together the people of a vast continent like
India and which has enabled them to resist every out-
gside inflaence, Greek or Persion,: Moslem or Christian for
thousands of years. For it may be truly said that in
India alone we see the faiths and traditions of the long
past still anbroken and still instinat with life and vitality
The ancient faiths of Egypt Babylon are now tbings of
the past and the religion of anicient Greeece and Rome
leaves only in poetry and art......... Among the Hindus
only the link between the present and the ancient past
remains unbroken,”
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